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I Sam. | XXIV. 13. 


As ſaith the Provitth of the Antients, Wickedneſs pro- 
ceedeth from the Wicked. But my Hand ſhall not be 


upon Ibee. 2804 
In Oppofition to which, Davis only fled from gau, 
and carefully endeavour d to conceal Himſelf from 


his Fury. To prove David's Piety and Temper, we may ob- 
ſerve, that when Saul, upon the Information of {ome Court- 


HE Jealous Cruelty of Saul againſt his Dutiful Son 
and faithful Subject and Servant David is notorious; 
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1 EX Sycophants, took a Body of Three Thouſand Men with him 
'y to hunt out David in the Wilderneſs of Engaddi, where Da- 
vi and his Men lay hid in a vaſt Cave (of which, as Hiſto- 
rians tell us, there are many in thoſe Parts of a prodigious 
Capacity;) there God deliver'd Saul, his Enemy, into his 
A. Hand; for Saul going down into the ſame Cave to take his 

| IM Reft; David's Men were preſently. aware of the Advantage, 
and tell him—Behold the Day of which the Lord ſaid unte thee, 
8 Behold, I will deliver thine Enemy into thine, Hand, that thou mayſt 
* Do to Him as it ſhall ſeem Good to Thee. verſ 4. - David bad not 
forgotten the Promiſe; he underſtood ir rightly, but made no 
other Uſe of it, but only to Cut off the Skirt of Saul Garment, 


which he did, that he might ſhow Saul an Evidence in his own 
Hand, that he had had it in his power to kill him, and that 
he certainly had done it, had he been ſo ill a Man as his Enes» 
mies repreſented him; For what but his own pious: Printiples 
and the Grace of God could have hinder'd him from revenging 
his own Cauſe upon fo terrible an Enemy, when he had him 
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in his Power? 1 hed Ad 
But David was ſo far from any ſuch villanous Thoughts, 
that his Heart ſmote him only for cutting off the Skirt of his 
Maſter's Garment ; That Action ſeem'd to him to have been 
too 2 a Treſpaſs upon that Reverence due to the Saena 
Perſon of his Father and his King; and he preſently let his 
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N. Followers know the hwiucible Loyalty of his Heart; He ſaid 
ane his Men, Ihe Lord forbid that I ſhould do this thing unto my Ma- 
ee, the Lords Anonniter ; thus & ſbould ſtretch forth my Hand againſt 
2 eim, ſeeing he 1s\the Anointed of the Lord. v. G. - And David ſtad 


his Servants with thoſe Words, aud ſuffer d them not to riſe againſt 
Saul; ſo Saul roſs wp out of the Cave, and went his way, v. 7.—But 
David having gotten a ſecure Poſt, calls after Saul, ſhews him 
the Skirt of his Robe, and with it, the Opportunity he had 
had to be reveng d on him for all that unreaſonable Perſecu- 
tion he had-undetgone, . his own W 
. 2 this 
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this particular Inſtance of his Loyalty.—Behold, ſays he, this 


Day thine Eyes have ſeen that the Lord hath deliver d thee to Day into 
my Hand in the Cave, and ſome bade me kill thee, but mine Eye 


ſpared thee, and I ſaid, I will not put forth my Hand 7775 my 


Tord, for he is the Lord's aneinted: Moreover my Father, ſee, ye, 


fee the Skirt of thy Robe in my Hand; for in that I cut off the Skirt 
of thy Robe, and kill'd thee not, know thou and ſee that there is 
neither Evil ner Tranſgreſſion in my Hand, and I have not ſim d 
againſt thet, yet thou hunteſt after my Life to take it, Ver. 10, 11. 

This was that avid, whom ſome in theſe Days, inſtance in 


as One who made no Difficulty of Reſiſting his Prince by Force. 


We ſee that this David fled from him, he hid himſelf from 
him, he exercis'd no Hoſtilities againſt him; whatever he and 
his Followers did, was only for the Service of his Prince and 
Country. 14 : ez] W 
Gad deliver'd Saul into David's Hand more than Once; he 
had about him his Soldiers and his Relations, who were very 
deſirous to take away Saul Life ; they thought it a very an 
litick thing in David to let his cruel Enemy eſcape him. The 
| greater Part of thoſe who follow d David's Fortunes, 
1 Sam. were Men of a very indiffent CharaQer — Every one 
22. 2. who was in Diſtreſs, and every one who'was in Debt, and 
Xt every one who was diſcontented, gathered themſelves unto 
him, and he became 8 Captain over them—Such as thoſe 
are generally the moſt active of. all others, in great 
1 Sam. Revolutions. Such Maltcontents are very troubleſom 
30. 6. to be govern'd ; theſe were ready to ſtone David on 
| a very unjuſt Occaſion; yet David ſtruggled with 
their ill Temper, and here prevented their Deſigns againſt 
the Life of Saul. David truſted in God, he reſerr's the Deci- 
IF, onely to God. — 
and the Lord revenge 


fretch forth my Hand againſt the Lord's anointed: | | 
As for the Advice given him by his Men, it was no won= 
der that a Company of Out- Lam, for they were then ng bet; 
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er, ſhould be ready to dip their Hands in the Blood of their 
overeign, and to murder him when they had him at ſuch an 
Advantage, was agreeable enough to thoſe who believ'd ir 
lawful te Reſiſ the * Powers at any time when they judg d 
themſelves aggriev'd. Men of Belial might call ſuch a Deed 
2 noble Atchicvement, a great Effort againſt Tyranny, and be wile 
ling to have it reckon'd among the worthy Memoirs of their ho- 
Pronrable Families: But all Men of true Piety and Virtue, would 
abhox every thing that look'd like an Infulr upon lawful Ma- 
jeſty, tho' he who had ir were a very ill Man, or a very ill 
Governour. The pious good Man will always fall in — 
David's Determination in the Text, when there's any Conte 
between the Sovereign and the Subject. As ſaith the Proverb 
Jef the Aucient.—HMickedneſt proceedeth from the Nieted — But my 
land ſball not be upon t hes. | 1 
When we conſider the perſon who makes uſe of this ancient 
Proverb, viz. David, Saul's Son in-Law, a Man of great Piety 
to his God, of great Fidelity and Merit with reſpe& to his 
Prince. and Country; one wh had wrought a great Delive- 
rance Gem 20d bad taken away the Reproach from 1ſ-ael,b 
killing the blaſpheming Philiſtine Gyant ; and yet who, in ſpite 
of all his long Obedience and faithful Services, had been vio- 
lently proſecuted by his King and Father's Hatred; his Life 
ſeveral times attempted, and yet himfelf appointed by God 
to be the Shepherd of his People, in the room of Saul, and ac- 
cordingly anointed to be King of {{rael by the ſame Hand and 
Authority as Sau! himſelf had been be e 


ore. 
When we conſider the Occaſon on which David uſed this Pro- 
verb of the Antients, v:z. when God had put the Life of Sau! 
his mortal Enemy, into his Hands, the taking of which would 
have put an End to all his preſent Troubles, and have open'd 
is be to the immediate Poſſeſſion of the Crown of Iſrael, 
o which he had as much Right as Sau! had had before. If we 
onſider, that this Opportunity was what God had promis'd 
o give him, as Abiſbal tells him, when they found Saul ſlegp- 
ing in the Cave.— Behold the Day of which the Lord ſaid unto thee, 
will deliver thine Enemy into thine Hand, &c. And that Abiſhai 
as willing to have taken the Execution and Guilt of Da- 
es Revenge upon himſelf; ſo that the taking of Saus Life 
n ſuch an Opportunity, was as defenſible and juſtifiable ag 
Iny ſuch Action poſſibly could be. 

hen we conſider, that David liv'd in perdetual Danger of his 
wn Life, by the Treachery of thoſe to whom he had ſfiown 
he greateſt Kindneſs, as appezr'd by the Ingratitude and 
Baſeneſs of the Men of Keilah, the over Officiouſneſs of the 
Aaipkinites, the Unrulineſs of his own Men, and their Advice to 
him, as — weary of that precarious Life they lead while 
d Povid's Fortunes, and the Danger his fon 
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and Relations were in, whoſe Eſtates to be ſure were conſiſca - 
ted to the King's Uſe, when they were fain to come down to 
David at Adullam; and he could give them no better Securi. 
ty than the Protection of Moab 3 When we conſider, that 
notwithſtanding all this, David never offer'd any — — 
againſt Saul by Force of Arms, nor would ever lift up his Hand 
againſt him, becauſe he was the Lord's anointed. When we 
Jay. all theſe Conſiderations together, from the Words of 
David in the Text, we may learn, | 


A. That all. Subject Reſiſting their lawful Princes, by Force and 
Arm,, act very wickedly, | | 

II. That therefore wicked and ungodly Perſons are always ready to 
Join in ſuch Wickeaneſs. 


III. That none of thoſe whe are true and faithful to the Laws of God, Fs... 


and the Rules of common Senſe and Reaſon, will ever be con- 
cern d in ſuch Wickeaneſs. | | 


I. We learn from the Text, that all Subject Reſiſting their 
lawful Princes, by Force and Arms, act wickedly : Or, all ſuch Fra. 
Reſiſtance, is wicbed. I have formerly ſhown, on this Occaſton, 
how far Chriſtians may /awfully withſtand, or reit the irregular 
and. tyrannical Attempts and Practices of their awful Sove- 
wvereigns ; as that they might withſtand them by Prayers to God, 
in whoſe Hands the Hearts of Princes are, and who can turn them a; 
himſelf pleaſes; and that Prayers, Supplications, Interceſſions, and 
giving Thanks were preſcrib'd ro all Chriſtians by St. Paul as the 
only.lawful and effefual Means by which we may came to free, 
quiet and peaceabl: Lives, under our lawful Governours in all 
Godlineſs and Honey. | | 

T have ſhown, that we may lawfully appeal from the njuſtice 
of Inferior Magiſtrates, to the Juſtice of the Supreme, and from rhe 
Injuſtice of the Supreme Magiſtrate, to the Reaſon and Equity of his 
— b 8 gout" , 
own Laws in which he has made known his Will to his Sub- 
je&s, and that ſoSubje&ts may commence a legal Suite againſt any 
pretending to aCommiſſion from the Sovereigu, to injure, or oppreſs, 
and abuſe them. | | 
I have ſhown, that we may peacegbly preſent our Petitions to our 
Sovereign, againſt any Wrong done to our ſelves, or others, 
ih his Name: if we can be admitted to do ſo, provided we do 


it with all Submiſſion and Modeſty, and can plead either abſolute 


Iungcence, or particular Merit on our own behalf. 
7 That we may withiraw our ſelves out of the Reach of any perſe= 


cuting Power wharſoever, accerding to the Permiſſion ' given 


by our Saviour to his Diſciples— When they perſetute you in one 
City, then fly to another. By theſe means, and only by ſuch as 
theſe we may vigorouſly, and at all times, withſtand the Tyran- 
aud Injuſtice of the moſt arbitrary An ð in che Univerſe.—. 


a But 


wicket 


—  _ 


Thirtieth of January, 173+. 


3 


—— — 


hatſoe wer is more than theſe, cometh from the Evil One.— For, 
rig arch 745 Proverb of the Fn fy: Wickeaneſs proceedeth from hs 
W icked, but my Hand ſhall not be upon thee,--<eſays the Man ifrer 
God's own Heart--And, Gad ferbid that 1 ſould ſretch forth my 
Hand againſt the Lord's aminred. oo | 
And 1 have ſhown formerly, in a good Meaſure, that all 
prcible Reſiſtance againſt "the Supreme Magiſtrate, (and our Laws 
know no other Supreme Magiſtrate but the King or Queer) and the 
Doctrine which defends ſuch Reſiſtance is Seditious, that it's Anti- 
chriſtian, that it's Treaſonable, and that it tends directly to Atheiſm 
and Irreligion. I ſhall now from the Words of the Text, pro- 
ſecute the laſt Particular yet farther, and ſhew that the Do##rine 
of Reſiſtance, be the Pretence for it what it will, is an impious 
ind a wicked Doctrine, from theſe Confiderations ; "GR 
1. Reſiſtance to lawfal Governours, by Force and Arms, on any 


retence whatſoever, is an impious Refletion upon the Wiſdom, Jus 


ice, Power, and Veracity ef God himſelf; the Notions of which 
are imprinted in the Minas of the very 'Heathens, and naturally 
colle&ed from that Reaſon they are endued with, as ſer on 
work by Converſation with their Brethren and their Neigh- 
bours: But they are much more ſertled in the Minds of Chri- 
ſtians who have the Will of God made known to them in 
Scripture, and have his Nature particularly explain'd to them 
by the Attributes of Infinite Hiſdom or Knowledge, by which alf 
things, which to us are paſt, preſent, or to come, are imme- 
diately and at once, before him. M'yfinite Power, by which alf 
things in Nature are under his Management, and he is able to 
do whatſoever chings N him both in Heaven and in Earth. 
Infinite Juſtice, by which all his Actions are Juſt and Righteous,” 
and cannot be otherwiſe. + Infinite * by virtue of which 
he's full of Mercy and Compaſſion for the Oppreſſed, and gra- 
cious to all thoſe who call upon him faithtully ; and Hnfotite” 
Veratity, by virtue of which all his Threars againſt unjuſt and” 
wicked Men will 2 be put in Execution, and all his 
Promiſes of Kindneſs and Protection to his People will be in- 
fallibly made good. Therefore, be our Pretences never fo" 
plauſible, or the Neceſſity of Refſfing our lawful Governours, never! 
ſo ſeemingly great, the Practice of it muſt be a baſe and'im 
pious Impeachment of God himſelf under every one of theſe: his 
eſſential CharaRters, or Attributes. h 2609 

It's Divine Providence, or the Pleaſure of an infinitely wiſe 
God which has divided all Mankind: into s Govermine and 
Perſans Governed ; the PERS ONS GOVERNING. are 
ſer up by God, to take Care of thoſe who are to be Gevern'd bx 
them to give them Laws, to promote their Welfare, to defend 
them, from all manner of Enemies to the beſt of their Power, 
to ſecure them in the Poſſeſſion of ſuch things as Providence 
has beſtow'd upon them, to encourage them in rhe Wh s of 
. | S , vs Lou 6" Ba « pron fe 6odneſs 


-_ & * a * 
a . 


1 ASERMON preached on the 


Goodneſs and Virtue, and to puniſh them for their Crimes, 7. 
ſuch eſpecially as may reflect Diſhonour upon the Supreme Be- 70 
„or may tend to the Diſgrace of the Head, or to the Prejudice 

of +he Body Politic ; for all which Ends God inveſts theſe Go- th: 
rnours with ſome of his own Power and Aeg and puts 
omething of his own Majeſty, upon them, and ſtrikes a. juſt i th 
we of them upon the Minds of thoſe ſober and religious th 
ubjets whom they Govern, ſo as they readily pay Tribute, an 
Honour, Obedience to their Wills, as laid down in their pub- of 
lic and authentic Laws, and are ready at their Call, to 7 
that 


come, fight, or live peaceably with their Neighbours; ſo Su 
where the Word of ſuch a King or Governour is, there is“ Li 
Power, and none can oppoſe it but at theic utmoſt Peril. th 
The Perſons Governed are ſuch as, increaſing and multiplying un- fo! 
ger the Original Blaſing of God, and being alcogerher involrv'd in- 
Sin and in Corruption, would, like ſo many Cadmean Brethren, #F Wi 
have immediately fallen foul upon, and cut the Throats of of 
our 


one another, had not Providence over-ruled all, and had not 
God rais'd up and endued ſome particulas Men with extracr- An 
dinary Abilities, both of Body and Mind, Abilities ſo conſpi- ful 
. cuous and diſtinguiſhing as to draw all Eyes upon them, and FF £9 

to make them not only venerable as Fathers, for uch only were 5 
the firſt Governours, but reſpe&ed as Perſons, of Superior Grace: . 
and Endowmen;s: Hence all Men apply'd themſelves to them, 
as Perſons of greater Capacity to dire&. and order, and defend 
and provide for them than they were able th do for themſclves 
Thoſe Governed Perſons are ſuch whoſe, Thoughts. are narrowet, 
whoſe Arms inferior, whoſe Spirits, for the generality, ate 


more humble, and who being under a preſent Neceſſity of rating Grz 
their Braad in the Sweat of their Brows, Jabra othing be: | Gfety g dep 
and Protection in their ſo doing, from the Inſults and Injuries the: 
of their Neigtibours : While they thus get their Bread quiet“ oe 
Iy, they come fometimes by a praccable Commerce and Inter- \ 
courſe with one another; ſometimes by well-manag'd Wars, miſ 
and the Spoils of their Enemies, to grow rich and great, and and 
8 in ſeveral Degrees, and accordingly to be entruſted f in 
y their Superiors with different Portions of that Authorit mu! 
2 they themſelves were originally inveſted with by. God | Law 
that — be able to receive the immediate Appeals of the Exe 
meaner Mukitude, and may diſpenſe of the Severeign's Juſtice ſo Case 
to them, that they may live in their ſeveral Stations anch Cal: — 
Iings in a quiet and peaceable manner, and enjoy the Fruity of . 
the Care, Prudence, and Wiſdom of their eren | : 
theſe Govern'd Parts of Mankind, are oblig'd to pay all Submiſhgr ene 
and Deference to the Superiour Majeſty of their Go 002 110 
whether to Kings, as Supreme, or to their Deputics, as thoſe ſent bj | 2 
them for the Terror of Evil Doert, and for the Praiſe of then who ing 


4. wall: Hence it becomes iliei Duty to pay Tribure to 4070 
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Tribute is due, Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom, Frar to whom Far, Honour 
to whom Honour, and the Peace and Safety, and the Credit and 
Glory of the Subjects, lie in the Greatneſs and Reputation of 
their lawful Sovereign. | | 
The things then which ought to be deareſt to the Prince, are, 
the Glory of that God, by whom he Reigns, the Credit of 
that Religion which has been Inſtituted by God, the Safety 
and Happineſs of his Subjects, and the Authority and Dignity 
of that Royal Character he bears. : 4 
The Things which are deareſt to the Subjects, eſpecially to the 
Subjects of theſe Nations, are their Lives, their Religion, their 
Liberties, and their Properties, or worldly Fortunes; And 
theſe being ſafe, they ſeem really to have nothing more ta wiſh 
ſor in this World. | pl 
Ain, That God, who alone ſets up one, and pulls down another, 
will Protect bis Repreſentatives, from all the Malignant Humours 
of the unruly Members of the Political Body — Thoſe who Hon 
our Me, 1 will Honour. — Says Cod to Eli, the then High-Prieft, 
and the ſupreme Civil Judge in Jſrael : And God never fails in 
fulfilling this Declaration, unleſs it be where He takes away 8 
ood Governour for the Wickeaneſs and Ingratitude of the People. 
While the Prince Protects and Encourages true Religion, that 
will Defend and Protect Him; true Religion keeping all Per- 
ſons within their due Bounds, and obliging them to a Ca refut 
aud Uniform Performance of their Duties. Where Princes ſt udy 
the real Safety and Happineſs of their People, their People, 
if not poiſon'd by ill Men with wicked Prineiples, will, with 
the utmoſt Cheerfulneſs, obey their Laws, and- ſupport their 
Grandeur and Authority; and where they take care never to 
depretiate their own Characters, by mean or unjuſt Action 
there God will crown their Brows with ſuch Majeſty, as wall 
overaw the moſt unruly of their Subjects. n 
Where the Subject really love their own Lives, they'll be fubs 
miſſive to thoſe Laws, by which they deſire to be Protected; 
and whatever Anarchical Dreams, they may have formerly 
amus'd themſelves with, they'1-foon be ſenſible, that, there 
muſt be ſome Perſon or Perſons, who muſt give Life tq thoſe 
Laws, and Authority to ſome particular Perſons to pur them in 
Execution. But as our Saviopr ſays to his Diſtiples in à like 
Caſe. —Thofe who will loſs therr Eivel far my ſake, and the Gospels, 
ſhall ſave them, and thoſe who will fave their Lives, i. e. by Cargill 
Policy and Cowardiſe, the ſame ſhall loſe thzm. — So here, thoſe 
Subjects who take unlawfu! Courſes to Secure their Lives, ſhall 
enjoy no Security at all by any ſueh Ways: But thoſe, who 
upon all juſt Oecaſions, are ready and willing to expoſe their 
Lives in Defence of their Prince and Country; © = Ia de- 
ſire to preſerve their Lives no other ways "hit y / ſtand; 
ing ta known Lapis in preſent being, ſuch wife and good 
Mo Subjects 
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. — enjoy the greateſt Peace, and incur the leaſt of 
anger. 

It's the Deareſt Intereſt of Chriſtian Subjecte, to preſerve that 
Religion, which they profeſs pure and undefiled, but it's ri- 
diculous for thoſe to pretend a Value for it, who obſerve 
none of its Rules, but make their whole Lives and Converſa- 
tions a Scandal to it. What Men can de in the Caſe, is only 
to endeavour to live up to their Profeſſion, and while the. 
Effects of it appear in their Practice, it will keep up its Being 
well enough: But if their Lives are looſe and diſagreeable, it 
wal ickly vaniſh into Air among them. | 


ſuch as are laid Claim to, juſtly or unjuſtly ; thoſe unjuſtly 
claim'd, are ſuch as are gotten by Inſurrections and Rebellions, 


extorted from their Governours by Violence, and impudent 


Encroachments on the antient Rights and Prerogatives of the 
Crown ; ſuch as were aim'd at in the Famous 19 Propoſitions to 
Charles I. of bleſſed Memory, and :hoſe at the Treaty of the Ve of 
Wight, and ſuch as ſome of the old Fattions Crew would fain have 
had put upon Charles the Second, before hisReſtauration; and theſe, 


according to Humane Reaſon, muſt either be ſuddenly loſt, 


or maintain'd only by the ſame wicked Arts, by which they 
were gain'd at Firſt, The Liberties juſtly gotten, are ſuch, as out 
of their own Natural Goodneſs ; or, at the Petition ef the Subjefts 
have been granted by their Sovereigus: Theſe the People may 
juſtly be fond of, theſe they may defend by all lawful Ways; 


and juſt Princes are obliged by their Tenure from God, to f 


ſerve and ſtrengthen them, with the greateſt Care, for their 
own Honour, and for the Satisfaction of their People. 

The Property of the Subject, is in his Children and Servants, in 
his Goods, in his Money, in his Lands, and Hereditary 
Claims and Honours: If theſe are /awfuly acquired, they, 
ſtand upon a firm and laſting/Foundation, and in all proba- 
bility, will wear well; if they have been purchand. by wicked 


Way: and Means, they'll melt away like Snow before the Sun, 
and in a Generation or Two, their very Names and Memories. 


# 


will Periſh. | 


But let the Sovereign be never ſo Good, or Wiſe, or Juſt, bis | 


real Security lies only in the gracious N of a true and all- 
powerful God, who alone is able to Defend his anointed 


effectually, and to ſtrengthen him from his holy Hill; and 3 


as all ſuch Promiſes are Conditional, ſo were the Conditions on 


which they were made, have been carefully made good, God } 


never fails on his part, to accompliſh his Promiſes. 
Let the Subjecte be never ſo Religious; let them exloply, 
their Wealth, their Poſſeſſions, their Children never ſo faſt, 


yet all theſe are ſecur'd to them Effectually, by the ſame Promiſes a 
only, in which Promiſes God has by his Son, by We P 
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and by his Apoſtler, given Aſſurance to his People, that while 
they continue Faithful to him, he will never leave them nor 
forſate them. He has promis'd, that—They who truſt in the Lord 
ſhall be as Mount Sion, which cannot be remov a, but ſtandeth faſt for 
ever: That, 4s the Mountains are round about Jeruſalem, ſo is 
& che Lord round about his People from henceforth, even for 4 
ever: And that the Rod of the Wicked, ſball not reſt Pſal. 125. 
upon the Lot of the Righteous, ne the Righteous put 1, 2, 3. 

forth their Hands unto Iniquity. — ;od is, and God al- | 
Ways will be — 4 ſtrength to his People, when they are poor, a ſirenxth to 
em when they are needy, and in their Diſtreſs, a Refuge from the Storm, 


a ſhaddow from the Heat, when the Blaſt of the terrible ; 
Y 3 —— 15 as 4 Storm againſt the Wall.— And, as for his Ifaiah 
Church, our Saviour has aſſur'd us, that, as he has 35+ 4. 
At © Guilt it wpon the Rock of a true Faith in him, ſo will be with the 
» Jawful Paſtours and Governours, and conſequently with the 
f whole Church of it always even to the end of the World; and there- 
ore, that the Gates of Hell ſhould never be able to prevail againſt it. 


Agreably to which Promiſes, we find God frequently delive- 


7 ring his People Iſrael from all their Heathen Opprefleurs: We 
2 find him defending the Kingdom of Judea, and the City and 
Temple at Jeruſalem againſt the moſt Imminent Dangers; and 
5 his whole Church under the Goſpel, from their Perſecutors, b 

* Reutting them off by particular Strokes of his Vengeance: And 
Y by making thoſe vary Emperors, whoſe Names were terrible 
® FT rhro' the barbarous World, ſo many dreadful lnſtances of his 
3 Anger apainft his Enemies, and of his Love and Favour to all 


ſuch as truſted in him. 
If God now be, as we believe he is, a God of Truth; and if he 
a tom, all things, and 17 able to do all things, then every wiſe 


end Good Man, who has entertain'd a right Notion of him, 
* will look upon his Care, Goodneſs and Protection, as a ſuffi- 
7 | cient Security againſt all Dangers whatſoever. But a Chriſtian, 

who has a more ſure Word of Propheſy, has a much ſtronger 
»” | Obligation to Believe, that —— % long as a Mans Ways pitoſe 
8 he Lord, he will make his very Enemies to be at Peace with him; and 


nothing but their forſaking God can 22 him to leave 
them; or to lay more upon them than they ſhall be able either 
to Bear or to Avoid. | | 
3 Suppoſe then our Prince, lawfully oſt id of the Throne, ſhould forget 
his Duty, both as the Servant of God, and as the Supreme Gover- 

nour of the People; ſuppoſe him degenerated from his gloriovs 
'- FM Anceſtors; ſuppoſe him grown an Arbitrary Tyrant, à bloody 
Perſecutor, a Man eminent for Nothing, but Injuſtice and 
Oppreſſion ; I fay, that even in ſuch a Caſe, we muſt publiſh 
” X77 ourſelves downri2ht Atheiſts; or, We, his Subjes, can have no 
, Occaſion to — up Arms againſt our Prince: If there be no 
1 juſt Occaſion for taking up Arms againſt him, or violently 
| B . | Reſting 


” / 


% 
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reſiſting him, I conclude then, that every one will % res | 
with me, that, Reſiſtance without juſt Occaſion or Reaſon, mult be 


a damning Sin. | 
If a Sovereign Prinee be ſo extravagantly wicked and tyran- 


nical, as I have intimated, I ask then; Does God ſee it er 
know it? Or does he not? If you fay, No, you deny the 


Being of a God; for if he ſees or knows not all Things, -he 


cannot be. If you ſay, God really does ſee all theſe Things, 


the next Queſtion is, Can God be pleas'd with ſuch a Prince 


as I have decipher'd? Is God juſt enough, or powerful | 
enough to punith ſuch a. Tyrant in the midſt of all his Gran» ? 
deur ? If he is, what need is there of our Help to puniſh him? 
If we ;- God is not able to puniſh him, and therefore will be 


r our ſelves, we make a Doubt of his Being at leaſt, 4 


actin 
and deny his moſt eſſential Attributes; which is the great- 
2 3 which can be offer d to the Supreme Being, by an 


If our Lives be regular and virtuous ; If our Religion be pure 
and holy; if we have obtain'd our Liberties and Properties, by 


honeſt and lawful Means, they fall of courſe under the 


Cognizance and Protection of God. God loves all ſuch as 
fear him, as have their Converſations ſo as becomes the Goſpel of 3 


Feſus Chriſt: He will defend his Church againſt all the inſo- 
lent Attempts of wicked and unreaſonable Men; He'll ſe- 
cure and maintain his own Religion, againſt all the malicious 


Stratagems of Hell; thus he always has done. thus he always 
will do: For any Chriſtians to ſuppoſe that God cannot or will 
not defend them himſelf, and therefore to take up Arms againſt ? 
their lawful Princes, when they break out of their proper 
Bounds, is to wreſt God's Juſtice out of his Hands, and is 


a Piece of the moſt Atheiſtical Effrontery in the World. 
But if the Subjects of a Lawful Prince be Vicious and Corrup- 
ted in their Principles or in their Praftices ; If by their 


Leaudneſs and Intemperance, by their Seditious Humours and 


Rebellious Actions, they apparently Abuſe and Shorten 


their own Lives; If their general Behaviour be Scanda- 
lous and Wicked, ſo as to bring Reproach and Infamy up- 
on that Divine Religion which they profeſs ; If their Religi- 
ous Goodneſs lies only in their Tongues, and never appears in 


their general Converſations ; If they are aſtubborn — 
diſcontented People, and take all Opportunities to encroac 


upon the legal Rights and Prerogatives of the Crown Imperial, as that 4 
of theſe Nations is ; If they are apt to Curſe their Sovereign in 
their Hearts, to vilify him and make him odious in the Eyes 


of Others by their Talk, and endeavor to ſhock the Throne, 


and to Diſturb and Embroil whole Nations by their Ations; # 
If they make all that Liberty they pretend to only a Cloak for 


Malicioufneſr, and throw away all their Properties at once, by 


their 


— — — —ſ — 
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ree their abominable Wickedneſs and Debauckery ; If Schiſm, 
be WW Hereſy, Libertiniſme, Arheifme ; If Fraud, Faction and dam- 
nable Hypocriſy ; If Drunkenneſs, Whoredoms, Adulterys, 
Murders, grow Prevalent and Bold in a Nation, it's meer Stu- 
pidity and Madneſs, till they are throughly Reform'd, to 
expect that their Fortunes; their Liberties, their Religion or their 
Lives ſhould be ſecured to them. Thoſe who are guilty of 
ſuch Sins, by being ſo, become the Enemy's of Cod; And 
therefore, tho' He may do much for his own Names Sake, 
or for the Sake of his Promiſes to their Predeceſſours, it can- 
not be expected He ſhould Do any thing for the Sake of ſuch a 
People, till they fer themſelves ſeriouſly to recover his Fa- 
vour by Repentance and Amendment of Life. 
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iſt, ®. If, therefore, God permits ſuch a Wi.ked Prince to Rule over 
at- "ach a wicked People, and they pretend to reſiſt ſuch a Prince by 
an Force and Arms; andnever amend their own Lives, or endeavour 


to reconcile themſelves to God by Repentance; They A& juſt 
Fas Wiſely and to as good purpoſe, as if they ſhould riſe up in 
Arms againſt a ſpreading Peſtilence or general Famine, 2 
he gainſt Storms and Tempeſts, or againſt any of thoſe J 

as ments which God's Anger ſends upon them. Does 601 
| of then give us a wicked or Tyrannical Governour, and do we 
ſo- not Deſerve Him? If we Deſerve Him, do we not Fight a- 
ſe- gainſt God, when we take up Arms againſt Him, whom God 
us has appointed as a Judgment ro puniſh Us for our Sins? Was 
ys it ever heard of that God, fer a wicked King over a humble 
i Wand repenting People? When He gave up Iſrael into the 
ſt Hands of their Enemies, did they ever do themſelves an 
der Good by oppoling them? Or when they turn'd to him, with 
is Fall their Hearts, did God ever Fail to deliver them from their 
I. Tyranny and Oppreſſion? When the Roman Emperours were 
p- Perſecutors of the Chriſtian Church, tho' they did it by Ver- 
eir tue of their long ſetled Laws, did not the Chriſtians preſently 
nd Acknowiege their Sins, and Submit Patiently to the Rod 2 
en And did not God then Cut off all their Enemy's ; or leave 
la- them little room to triumph in the Blood of his Saints? 
1p- Where God Delivers his People their Deliverance is s Bleſſing 
gi- indeed; But whenever, without returning to God, they pre- 
in end to Deliver Themſelves, the Remedies they apply are gene- 
ng Wally Ten Thouſand Times worſe than the worſt of thoſe 
f Diſtempers under which they Labour. But | 

ar 2. From what has been ſaid already, it will appear, chat, 
in or Subjects to Reſiſt their Princes by Force of Arms, is to aſſume ts 
es MW hemſelves more of Power, Wiſdom, and Juſtice, than they'll allow to 
ne, ein God Himſelf. None but an Atheift can Deny the Super- 
: Pintendency of Divine Providence over all Things here Below, 
4 nd None but an Atheiſt can Moot upon the indefective Wiſs 
by Nome of that, Univerſal Providence That Providence regards 
ir | = | every 
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every Thing be ir never ſo ſeemingly inconſiderable; There's 
not 4 Sparrow falls to the ground, Not 4 Hair falls from our Heads 
without our Heavenly Father; The Sovereign or Prince muſt either be 
very Good ; and all Wiſe and Good Men will acknowled 

ſuch a One to be the Gift of Favourable Providence ; Or He 
muſt be one of 4 Middle Condition, ſuch as they ſay our Henry 
the Eighth was, remarkable for many excellent Virtues, but 
thoſe much allay'd by Vices as Exquifite and Notorious ; Or 


the Prince muſt be very Wicked, Cruel, and Luſtful, a Barba- 


rous and Uſurping Tyrant; Or He muſt be à Madman, an Ideat, 
4 Child ; But are not theſe appointed by Providence, as well 
as the bet of Princes; Does not God concern himſelf as 
much in their Actions, as in the Actions of other Men? 

Let then a thoughtful Chriſtian, conſider ſeriouſly with Him- 
ſelf; Hee's a Member of ſuch a Kingdome or State; Hee's un- 
der the Government of ſuch a Sovereign Prince, or ſuch a Soves 
reign Senate; Does He Queſtion whether their Authority be 
from God or not ? If he thinks it is not, Let him not Hope 
to ſtop our Mouths, by ſaying. — They derive their Power from 
the People, unleſs they can Demonſtrate the Truth of their 
Notion ſo plainly, that Nothing can be objected to it, either 
from Scripture, or the Principles of unprejudiced Reaſon ; Let 
ſuch Chriſtians ſhow us any thing in rhe whole Book of Goa, 
which Favours ſo abſur'd a Nation; or let them ſhow how 
that can be maintain'd without aſſerting in, Effect, That Men 
may be Wiſer, more Conſiderate, and more powerfull than God it; 
which he who has any juſt Notion of his Maker can never 
Dream of. If it be God, indeed, by whom Kings Reign, If there 
be no Power but of God, If every lawful Prince is God's Anointed, 
And all Lawful Governours are his Repreſentatives, can we ſup- 
poſe, that an all wiſe God has not ſettled thoſe kinds of Go- 
vernours which are beſt fitted and moſt ſuitable to the States and 
Condition of thoſe People who are govern'd by them? Or 
will ſuch a Chriſtian ſay, that the wiſeſt Man or Men living 
could have provided better for them? | | 

'Tis ſuppos'd by ſome, that Nimred was the firſt Man who 


2reQted a Kingdom, and that this mighty Hunter before the Lord, 
as he is call'd, was a bloody perſecuting Tyrant ; tho' no Body can 


zell who they were whom he perſecuted : But ſuppoſe all 
this to be true; that he was a Tyrant, that he was a Perſecu- 
tor, Was not ſuch a Governour fitteſt for a mad, proud, wick- 
ed, and ambitious Generation ? Had he ſettled his Kingdom 
without the Direction of Providence? Or would ſo many 
Nations, if they had not been accuſtomed to Monarchy be- 
Fore, or influenced in an extraordinary manner by the Spi- 
rit of God, Would ſo many have ſubmitred themſelves quiet- 
ly to the Conduct of one Man? Or could ſo many pur their 
eads under his Girdle, who had never been forcibly con- 
quer d 
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by him; who, upon the Suppoſition of an Original, or 
| Lide Liber:y, could have commanded no Hands but 
: his own to aſſiſt him in the Conqueſt of his Brethren. 
God, at their own Requeſt, gave 1ſrael a King after the man- 
ner of the Nations round about them, Saul was the Perſon whom 
God appointed to rule over them; Saul was a Man of a Ma- 
4 jeſtick Stature, and of an awful Preſence; a Man of an un- 


e daunted Courage, and no Fool : Vet Saul's Conduct was very. 
r faulty, and he was diſobedient to thoſe 2 Commands 
f of God, the Execution of which tended to the Good and 
* 


1 Safety of his own Subjects. But could any Prince have fitted 
a giddy, murmuring, unbelieving People better, than one of 
a vain, a wavering, and a diſcontented and jealous Temper ? 
God gave Iſrael that King in his Anger, and he took him aw in 
his Diſpleaſure. It's true, ſome of thoſe Sons of Belial who had 

all'd for a King with the greateſt Impatience and Vehe- 
mence, were the firſt who ask'd that impertinent and ſaucy 
Queſtion,----How can this Man ſave uf But in ſo doing, — 


pretended to underſtand what manner of a King they w 
better than God himſelf did. | 
Saul's Government was not blame-worthy on account of his 
Arbitrarzne(s ; David was more abſolute and arbitrary, if poſſible; 
F than he, and ſo were all his Poſterity, till the Kingdom af 
? WB 7:44ah became a Prey to the next Aggreſſor. But Sas/!s Ge- 


WE yenment was faulty, becauſe he abusd that abſolute Power in- 
en © veſted in him, becauſe of the Murder of God's Prieſts; the 
breach of, Cov:nant with the Gibeonites, his Diſobedience to God's 
_ Orders in the Caſe of the Amalckires, and his perſecuting that 
4 young Hero ſo nearly related to himſelf, ſo dear to his Son, 


ſo happy in taking away the Reproach from 1/rae!, when Saul 
himſelf, tho' no Coward, was afraid to attempt it; one ſo 
much belov'd by all, and fo very uſeful to his Country and his: 
King, in all Affairs of Peace and War: But theſe ſeveral Miſ- 
carriages, and his Deſperation on account of the invading 
Philiſtines, and God's Departure from him, and his own and 
his Son's Death in that fatal War, brought the Iribes of Ju- 
7 dah and Benjamin to a Senſe of their Errors in their Importun 
* 9 for a King, and their ſcandalous D fidence in their God. To- 
11 People fo. fenſible of their own Folly, God gave ſuch a 
: King as was a Man aftcr his own Heart: The other Tribes in a; 
K. little time grew weary of their Oppoſition to the Iutereſſi of 
"WW David, and were all equally bleſs'd in his Government, and 
„ never was the Valour, the Wiſdom, and the Glory of Hrael 
ny ſo great or formidable as under the auſpicious Reign of Das" 
„ ed and his Son Solomon. Nor did any Storms arile in their 
P' Days, "till David's Sceurity betray'd him into grievous Sins. 
which God juſtly puniſh'd by the wmaturdl Rebellion of his 
„ en Aalen, and by. a terrible Plage from Heaven; and — 
wy wh . 1 "a 2 20 a | 6 that 


| 


tot deſtructive Plague, tho' primarily deſign'd as a Puniſ. 


on them, that They who had caſt off the rigbj,ͤôG over 
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ment of David's Pride, and Luft, and Cruelty, was a juſt Judg. 
ment too upon ther People, who could fo eaſily be drawn into 
Rebellion by a ſoft-headed and ambitious Uſurper, a cunning, 
bur ungrateful Atheiſt, and a turbulent Captain of the Mob. 
Now could ae themſelves, or any other, have ſuired the 
preſent Cireumſtances and Neceſlities of Jſrael, with more 

eavle Governonrs than David or Selomon. 

The Wiſdom of Solomon and the Felicities of his Reign were ſo 
many, as ſufficiently evidenced Gods Love to Iſrael when he 
made him their King. Not Babylon under their Nebuchadnax- 
247, not perſia under their Cyrus, not Greece under their Alexan- 3 
der, not Rome under their Auguſtus or their Trajan was ever ſo 
Rich, fo Happy, fo Renown'd as Mrael was under that incom- 
rable Prince's Adminiſtration ; and tho' he ſtumbled foully * 
m Multiplying Women, and in his Idolatrous Complyances. 
with them, yet his Politics never fail'd him to the laſt, which 
made thoſe who plotted moſt againſt him afraid to how their 
Teeth while he lid. We'll grant that Rehoboam was very 
Weak and Fooliſh in giving the People ſo unſesſonably a Han- 
dle againſt himſelf; But what could not ſuch a ſubtle, wicked, 
daring Man as Jeroboam was, drive an ingrateful unthinking 3 
ple upon? | 1 
God made uſe of Jeroboam to puniſh Rehoboam for his Folly, 
and bis Father's Miſcarriages in him; And he ſet Jerobeam over 
the Revolting Tribes as a very agreeable Governour for a Di- 
contented and Forgerful Multitude; They quarrell'd at tie Em 


Hard ſhips of that Reign in which they had had »o Complaining +a 
in their Streets, no Attempts of Invaders to diſturb their Peace; — 


but Plenty, and Quietneſs, and Juſtice, and Righteouſneſs, 

and Religion in its greateſt Beauty was the Stadl of thoſe nob 
Times. As the Ten Tribes were very forward to Rebel again} _ 
their King; ſo being left to themſelves they were eaflly perſua- WF 


ded zo Rebel againſt their Gd; and that Feroboam, who had hur- piart 
Tied them to the Edge of a Precipice, when he perfuaded em ** 


to abdicate their Lawful Prince, thruſt them from thence into 
the Damnation of Hell, when he coin'd a New Religion for 
them, ſer them up New Altars, ordain'd from a N-w Set of Prien Jelv 
and by teaching them to give :he Glory of the true Gd 1811 es“ 
Golden Calves, taught Iſrael to fin. es N 
How then could Providence ad with greater Wiſdom ot 
Juſtice, than when it left a Changeable People ro puff up 
Active and Wicked Man till he ſhould be Damn'd for his Rebe!- RF 
lion; or when it left an Impious Idolatrous Prince to endeavour * ng 
to Damn the whole Nation for that Rebellious Humour, by 
which, contrary to Right, they had taken him for their King; Ic 
and had not that People very well deſerv'd the Curſe laid up- 
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of their Hereditary Monarchs, ſhould never have Senſe enough 


— — 


Judg. to chuſe One good Prince among ſo many? While the lawful 
1 into S#cce/ſours of David had their 4ſa's, their Uzziah's, their c- 
ning, tham's, Jehoſhaphat's, Hezekiah's, and Jofiah's, rhe Uncontroul- 


able Monarchs of their People, the Glories of their Times, 
d the the great Examples of/1 true Piety and Juſtice, and the Fa- 


more vourites of Heaven. 
Let us look Airoad alittle into the Heathen World; Were not 


the Kings of MHHria and Babylon juſtly raiſed up to Conquer 


” 5 ficſt ae and then Judah when they had forlaken the Law of 
Inaz-theirGod, and were irreclaimable even by pious Joſiah's unpara'= 
22:91, eld Goodneſs and Reſolution? And when they found themſelves, 
er ſo who had once been the Freeſt and Happieſt People in the World, 
com. made miſerable Captive: and Exiles, would not ſuch Wiſe Men 


s our Age abounds with have ſtir'd them up to a vigorous 
Re/once? But Jeremiah, in the Name of God, taught them 
Mnother Leflon, viz. Ar firſt, co ſubmit themſelves to the King 
ef Balylon, as one ſent by God to puniſh them for their Sins; 
and when, upon their neglecting his Advice, Ne:uchadnezzar 


12 conquer'd them, and carry'd them Captives to Babylon, the 
keg I ſame Prophet commands them, nor to Plot or to take up Arms 
king WF againſt their Conqueror, but—ro ſeek the Peace of that City whi« 

ther God had caus'd them to be car d Captives, and to pray for it; 


for that in the Peace of that City, they themſelves ſhould have Pease. 

When Pride, Ambition, Injuſtice, Cruelty, Luxury, and 
all manner of Immoralities over-whelm'd the mighty Roman 

Empire, Did not God, with a great deal of Juſtice, pur that 
powerful People; firſt into the Hands of Marius — and 
afterwards of the Trju-mwviri, and lay them open to thoſe bloody 
and terrible Proſcripeidut which let out whole Rivers of the 
nobleſt Blood in that unweildy Empire? Were not the Ya- 


ole 3 f 
— {our and Reſolution of Julius Ceſar, the Politicks of Auguſtus, the 
ſua- =” aſt ana Diſſimulation of Tiberius, the Madneſs of caligula, the Stu- 
nur. Pidity of Claudius, and the vanten Tyravny of Nero admirably ada- 


pted to the w:cious Humours of that People? Did God ever ſet 
a cruel or a tyrannical Governour over the Remant, while they 
were ſober and virtuous, and in their way religious them- 
ſelves? When they were diſconrented, ſeditious, extremely 
Negenerate, and univerſally vicious, Were not the worſt of 
| yrants the fitteſt of all others, to manage and mortify them, 
or Ind to reform their Vices? And were not the ill principled Ro- 
mans themſelves ſo wonderfully wiſe, that when, by the 
Pace of Reſiſtance, they had taken off a Pertinax, a Probus, a 
$G0rd/a1, an Alexander, they only made Rods for their own 
rooliſh Backs, and choſe their Heliogabalus's Maximins, &c. in 
their Places. 
If we look at Home ; Were not the Savon Pagan Printer {> 


3 ay well-deſervd Scourges for the deſperately corrupted 
i C Britten: 


4 
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B'ittons? Were not the Daniſh Uſurpers as heavy upon the Sax- T 
en in their Degeneracy ? And were not the Norman: laſt of all, 1 
ſuch Conquerors and ſuch ſevere Governour:, as the deteſtable 
Vices of the Nation call'd aloud for? The Do#rine of Re- ther 
fiſtance was not ſo throughly underſtood in thoſe Days, per- Nes, 
haps as it is at preſent. But afterwards, Conteſts about the Inva 
Succeſſion ariſing between the ſeveral Branct es of the Royal Family, Poet 
the People began to encroach upon the Preregatives of the e * 
Crown; they graſp'd at e Liberties, by frequent Inſurre- Reve 
tions and Rebellions; and taking Advantage of the Minority, _ 
the Weakneſs, and the want of a good Title in ſome of their Princes, he F 
they began to make them, and to pretend to ſet them up, and An 
pull them down, as ſome diſcontented Demagogues inſpir'd mod 
them. Now when Matters were thus manag'd, What could Law 
expreſs the Juſtice or the Wiſdom of God more fully, than ＋ 
his daſhing fooliſh Wretches in pieces one againſt another? be f 


In the various Conteſts between the Houſes of York and Lan- _ 
caſter, How were the Fields manur'd and fatten'd with the 6 N 
Blood and Carcaſes of an unquiet and rebellious Generation? h 

The People who were perſuaded by their ambitious Leaders, — 


that all Power was originally in them, were only, as in like hei 
Caſes they always are, made a Company of wretched Tools to C * 
enſlave themſelves to Tome of their Fellow-Subje&s, on pre- te 
rence of aſſerting their Liberties againſt the arbitrary Gowern- Pen 
ment of the moſt pious and the beſt of Princes. ; 

Let us look a little into the lac Tragedy of this diſmal Day, Cau 
the woful Effects of which, theſe Three Nations ſtill groan af 
under. God had bleſs'd us with a 2 Prince, of an excel- s 
lent Underſtanding and Wiſdom, of unſpotted Morals, and 
exemplary Piety and Goodneſs, to ſee if a People, wanton and Il ©f2” 
ingrateful for the Bleſſings of the two former Reigns, could 0 
be brought by any Means to Gratitude and Repentance: Had as 
but the People follow'd the Pattern of their Prince; had b f 
they been true to their God, Faithful and Loyal to their Sove- _ 
reign, Steddy to the Principles of that Church of which they er 
profeſs'd themſelves Members, and Contented with that Peace * 
and Plenty, and Freedom which they then enjoy'd above all N 
the Nations round about them, never would there have r 

been a Prince more Glorious, or a Natien more Ha py : But Reb 
at the Inſtigation of ſome factious Buſy- bodies, the People N 
murmur'd at they knew not what, like the Followers of 7. ll © 55 
roboam, they repin'd at the Bleſſings they enjoy'd, complain'd __ 
of a flouriſhing and a peaceful State, liſten'd to every lewd 
and ſeditious Harrangue, and in one Word, they were et 
of Proſperity, and long d earneſtly to be ruin d. And did not God's I 
r Re ward them juſtly for their Folly and Baſe- yo 
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Thoſe who were ſo jealous, leaſt one of the juſteſt Princes that 
ever ſway'd the Scepter of theſe Kingdoms, ſhould deprive 
them of their Liberties, ſold -h, Liberties and themſilves toge- 
ther, into the vileſt Slavery, to their Fellow Subjects, and 
mercenaryRebels. Thoſe who were ſo very apprehenſive cf any 
Invaſion upon their Properties, that they would not pay a 
poor inconſiderable Tax for their own Guard and Security, had 
n Property left them in any thing, when once their E dom 
Rebels became their Tyrants; when they ſeiz'd their Trea- 
ſures, their Lands, their Lives, and no Man could be ſure 
he ſhould enjoy any thing as his own; no, not for one Hour. 
And for that Reform'd Religion which they ſeem'd ſo im- 
moderately fond of, that they would break in upon all the 
Laws of God and Man to defend it; it was in a few Years fo 
entirely loſt as to them. that ſcarce could the Fragments of it 
be found among a thuuſand impious SeQs and Parties; and 
theſe wonderful Bleſſings they purchaſs'd at the dreadful Price 
of Two Hundred Thouſand Lives and Souls. 
Now had the People of theſe unhappy Nations apply'd 
oy themſelves to God by Prayer and Repentance, and ſubmitted to 
4 their Prince with Fatience. Would not God have vindicated 
to their Cauſe ? Would nor he have deliver'd them from any 
re- real Trouble or Oppreſſion? Did ever a pious, humble, re- 
bs penting People ſeek ro God for Favour and Deiiverance, and 
not obtain it ? But when Men will be Judges in their own 
* Cauſes, where they'll fly in the Face of their lawful Gover- 
\ WW ours, in ſpire of all Directions from God and good Men, to 
the contrary, Can any better Event of Matters be expected, 
than the great Rebellion met with? If God removes an unrigh- 
1d teous Governour by any particular Stroke or Judgment, by 
14 the Treachery of any former Inſtruments of their Wicked- 
aq neſs, or by the Invaſion of Foreign Enemies, their Subjects in 
ad all this, are guilty of no Sin, and conſequently, they _ | 
ie. have reaſonable Expectations of having good Governours af- 
ey terwards. Thoſe who ſuppoſe the dom of Heaven to be 
ce I greater than their own, will readily acquieſce in the Diſpen- 
11 ſations of Providence; thoſe who will be wiſer than God, 
or who think they can provide better for themſelves than God 
ar an, generally make as wiſe Bargains for themſelves, as our 
Rebels did, and find the Little-Fing'rs of thoſe Tyrants whom 
1 they chuſe to themſelves, heavier than the Loins of the moſt 
"4 arbitrary of their lawful Hereditary Princes. 
d It's true, thoſe Things which we call Liberty and Property, 
4 are Bleſſings of a very valuable Nature ; But when was ir ever 
| heard of, that thoſe who endeavour'd to preſerve them by un- 
-* © lawful Means, did really preſerve them at all? The Jews, as 
being God's peculiar People, had as much of both thoſe Bleſs 


ſings as God ſaw fit for them, and as they themſelves could 
; reaſonably 


many Years. 


20 A SERMO N preach'd on the 
reaſonably wiſh for. When the Romans had con quer'd chem Ch 


their Buſineſs had been to enquire by what particular Sins they ¶ ſuc 
had brought thar Puniſhment upon themſelves; and had they 


taken that Method, doubtleſs, upon their Repentance, God ad 
would have been reconcil'd to them; and if it had been for 20: 
their Good, would have taken the Rowan Yoke off their Necks; 
but when they endeavoured to ſtrike their Fetters off by re. WM ju! 
bellious Practices, they only brought Deſtruction upon them. a 
ſelves and their Poſterity to the utmoſt. | or 

tra 


If we inſpe& the Modern Hiſtories of ſome neighbouring Cour 
trie, we find that when the Bohemiaxs, being diſfarisfy'd with 
their lawful Prince, pretended that he had forfeited his Crown 3 
by ſome Male- —— and by the Breach, the Chimeri- 
cal Original Contract; and in Vindication of their Religion 
and Liberty, choſe the then Prince palatine, for their King, and 3 ”q 
he, contrary to Right, and to the wiſer Advices of his Father“ 
in-Law, King 7ames the Firſt, accepted it; But what was rhe 


| Hue of all? Had God been pleas'd with rheir Management, Go: 
or had true Religion allow'd ſuch Practices, doubtleſs God MF eve 
would have proſper'd their Undertaking : But, on the contra. ® of 


ry, the Bohemians by that unwarrantable Action, loſt their Re- 
L;zion and their Liber:y together; their new unhappy King loſt 
his Crown, and his own Hereditary Countries immediately af. 
ter: Sweden commenc'd a War in the very Bowels ef the Em. 


ire, on pretenee of aſſiſting the Dethron'd Palſgrave ; Germany 8 IP! 
came one diſmal Theatre, where Sword and Peſtilence, and MF So 
Famine contended a long time for the Victory, while that IF Ge 
unfortunate Prince and his numerous Family, were ſtrip'd ter 


of all, and caſt upon the Charity of their Neighbours for no 


Nor have the Civil IFars f France been bleſs'd with any Co 
better Succeſſes, where thoſe of the Rel g on, as they were call'd, mi 
under Pretence of ſtanding up in Defence of their Profeſſion # He 
againſt Perf*cuters, and af their Liberties, againſt arbitary Power, Pu 


only became the vols of the diſcontented Princes of the 
Blood, who generally, when they had ſerv'd their Turns bor 
with them, made their Peace with the Court at their Coſt,  ®5 
and brought Ruin upon themſelves in the Concluſion. And N. 
what admirable Guardians of the Liberties of England, the tw lio 
garbled Houſ s of Parliament, when in open Rebellion againſt s. 
their Sovereign, that afrerwards call'd the Rump Parliament,“ 
and Cromwell and his Major-Generals were, the Church and State 7 
had woful Experience of, and many Noble and many Wealthy 7 1 
E 


Families in theſe Kingdoins ſtill remember to their Coſt. But, 

3. For Sul jects to Reſift their Lawful Sovereigus by the 

Rom. 3. Force and Arms, is to ao Evil that Good may come of tt. 

8. St Paul ſpeaks of it as a Slander, which ſome in thoſe 

early Days endeayour'd to fix upon the Religion of 7% 
VVV 
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them, Chriſt, that the Profeſſors of that Religion, ſhould maintain 
they ¶ ſuch a Principle. But St. Paul aſſures us, either that the Damna- 
they rien of ſuch Slanderers is iuſt, or that the Damnation of thoſe who 
God ad upon ſuch a Principle, is juſt, or that it's juſt that they ſhould 
en for both be damm'd forever. ; 
ecks;# There can be no manner of Circumſtances found out, which can 
y re. WY juſtify me, or any other, in doing that which is 4 Sin in its own 
hem. v::ure. Men may pretend what they will in defence of ſuch 
or ſuch a ſinful Action, they may talk of compaſſing ſome ex. 
Coun' traordinary private er 1 * Benefit by it, and as if they had no. 
with thing but fuch Good in their view, when they attempted it; 


rown and it may be they'll endeavour to perſuade the World, that 
neri- Ihe Excellency of the End, may ſanttify the Wickedneſs of the Means, 


Sby which the End is attain'd : But thoſe who dare make uſe 
of evi! Means, can really never have any good End in view; 
hat corrupt Inclination of the Heart which can give them 
s the leave to do I, will never permit them to deſign what is really 
1ent, Good; they muſt have ſome ſiniſter End in view only, how- 
God ever they take pains to conceal it under the plauſible Pretence 
tra. © of publick, Or ĩt may be private Good. 

r Re. We have had ſome in theſe Nations who have pretended to 
loſt go over to the Church of Rome, only that they might the bet- 
af. ter diſcover the Plots and Intrigues of the Reman Faction, and 
Em. ſecure the Church and State from their bloody Plots and Con- 
nany ſpiracies; i. e. They have in good earneſt pawn'd their own 
and Souls to the Devil, for the Security of the Commonwealth in 


ligion 
and 
ther. 


that General, as our Occaſional Conformiſts do to ſupport the little In- 
ip'd MF tereſts of 4 Party. And is not this Practice a Piece of the 
for 


nobleſt and moſt inimitable 2 in the World? Are not 
theſe glorious Saviours of the Nations? Patriots of their 
Countries, Guardian: of their Intereſts, and more to be ad- 
mired than that famous Roman Curtius, who threw himſelf, 
Horſe and Arms and all, into that dreadful Opening in the 
public Mercate-place. 

Rebellion againſt any lawful Pawer, whether it be Divine 
or Humane, 7s as the Sin of Witchcraft— ſays Samuel, +. e. it's 


1rns 

'oft, as apt to effaſcinate the Mind, and as ſure to deſtroy the 
And Man; but all Rene of ſuch Powers by Force of Arms, is Rebel- 
two lion. We are told in Scripture, that — There is no riſing 10 
inſt Nagainſt a King, — That Neue may ſay to Kings, they are wicked, or 
ent, 1 Princes, they are ungodly — That Kings are te be fear' d and ho. 
tate our d.— That they are not 70 be curs'd by their Subjects, no not 
thy ſo much as in their Hearts. — That where the Word of a King ts 
ur, there is Power. — That their Commands are to be obey'd, becauſe of 
by the Oath of God.---That---- all Men are to render them their due. 
; oo Tbat—every Soul is to be ſabje# to them. That all Chriſtians 


are to ſubmit themſelves to their Kings as Supreme, and to Govere 
nours, as thoſe who are ſent by them. We are told in Scripture: 
9 * | * | Thar 


— — AE IS _ 


” AS E RMON preach'd on the 


That—all the true Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, ought 70 pur rheſe C 
Chriſtians they are concern d with, in Mind of their Duties, with re- gi 
Jation to their Superiourg—That— Their Governours are net Irr- fe 
rours to good Works, but to the Evil. And that whoſoever reſiſts 

them, reſilts the Ordinance of God, and that thoſe who do fo, ſhall re- * 
ceive to thewſelves Damnation. But we never find in any Arn 
Part of God's Word, any Diſtinction made, as to our Duties to- Mtb 
ward them, between good and bad Princes, no Allowances made 

to Reſiſt either the one or the other, in any Caſe whatſoever: | oy 
We find no Limits ſer thgre to our Submiſſion, nor any Reſtricti- iſp 
ons laid upon them as to the Exerciſe of their Authority; on- Mtoe 
Ty ſuch Precepts as that of David to Solomon, ſeem to be the ft 
Reſult of Royal Prudence and Religious Wiſdom both to- ., 


ether.— He who ruleth among Men, muſt be juſt, ruling over Men r 
zu the Fear of God. | | 3. 
Now it cannot but be 4 Sin to break in upon ſo many Di- WM; 
vine Preſcriptions Negative and Poſitive, as I have mention'd ; * T 


nor do I believe that any, either Pope or Parliament, can abfolve n 
a Chriſtian from the Obligation of them; befides which, or 
forcible Reſiſtance to lawful Governonrs, violates part of that ve 
Moral Lew contain'd in the Decalogue. For if Sovereign u 
Princes are the Maſters of the Public Family, if they are really , 
the Fathers of their Countries, by as good a Title as natural Fu- MC, 
rbers are of their Children, tho' they break the Bounds of Pru- d 
dence or of Nature; it's certain, that to reſiſt them by Force xv 
and Arms, can be no part of that Honour which is due ro N 
them. And if Abuſes and Reproaches, if Anger againſt, ani A 
ſcandalous Characters of our Brethren, are Treſpaſſes againſt ? 
that Negative Precept—Thou ſhalt: do no Murder. Then fince | 
<iolent Reſiſtance made to our Jawful Superiors, cannet but be 
attended by ſuch Companions, certainly a Subject ſo violent- 
ty reſiſting his lawful Prince or Sovereign, cannot but be 
as much a Murderer, as he who abuſes or injures his Brother. 
Farther yet: When we fet a private Man againſt a private 
Man, tho the Quarrel be carry'd on fo far as for both Parties 
to loſe their Lives in it, yet the Miſchief eommonly ends 
there. The Public ſeldom hears or feels any thing of the 
Frays of lewd Braves, Men extravagan their Actions, or 
their Paſſions. Many a Brute fights for a Common Strum- 
t, kills his filly Rival, is hang'd himſelf for his Pains, and 
is Name and Action preſently forgotten, But Magiſtrates, | 
Sovereign Princes, eſpecially being Perſons of publick Intereſts and' 
Characters, are not ſo eaſily puſh'd out of the World. The 
worſt of Princes have commonly ſome Friends among their ? 
Subjects, who are ready to take their Parts, and to adventure 
their Lives in oppoſition to all their Enemies whatſoever : 
Princes won't ordinarily part with Crowns and Scepters, as | 
Children will ſometimes with their Play-things, whence ' the or 


Conſes Ft 
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Conſequence of thoſe Arms taken up againſt them by their 

7 diſcontented Subjects, or againſt their Friends, are generally 
fatal. 

reſelts | Charles the Firſt, : he Martyr of this Day, was one of the belt 

of Men, one of the moſt Religious and Virtuous Princes in 


any the World, his cruel Enemies being Judges. But therefore 
Sto they endeavoured to murder his Character firſt, to blacken him 
nade ich all rhe malicious Infinuations which Hell and wicked 
ver 


Men could rake together; and as their Deſign was by ſuch 
practices to render him odious to his People, they were but 
too ſucceſsful in it. Nor were his berter meaning Subjefts ſen- 
Iſible of the miſrepreſenting Arts of his Rebels, 'till it was too 
to- Mate. Yer all the Nobility and Gentry in the Kingdom, who had 
Men ny Senſe of Religion, or of Honour, ſtood firm to their Prince; 
hence, while the blind razing Zeal of the meaner ſort of Peo- 
Di- ie oppos'd the Men of Loyalty and Honour, What Rivers of 


n'd „ WBlood were pour'd out! What horrible Deſolations were 
olve nade! What unnatural Murders were committed! What Heaps 
nich, of miſcrable Wretches were hurry'd down into Hell, by thoſe 
that very Means by which their ſeducing Guides and Leaders per- 


ſuaded them that they ſhould immediately commence Saints 
ally $$» Heaven! And could theſe Things be done without Sin? 
Fa- Could the Father kill his own unhappy Son? Or the wretch- 
Pru- ed Son murder his own Father in the Heat of his martial Fury, 


orce without Sin? Were not all the mercileſs Plunderings and 
e to Murders of thoſe Days, the meer Effects of predominant Luſt? 
— And could they have their genuine Effects without Sin? 

uin 


x | What though we grant that rhoſe Liberties and that Property 
ice which the Rebels of thoſe Days pretended to preſerve, were 


t be really Jewels of the greateſt Value in the World? Had not 
ent- yet all theſe Nations better have been Slaves to the Turk, or 


to the French, than that one of thoſe Souls, for which the 
Eternal Son of God laid down his precious Life, ſhould be 
damn'd for ever? Yet I cannot fee how it was poſſible that 


rties one of thoſe Wretches who dy'd in the Field with their 
ends Swords in their Hands, againſt their Lawful Sovereign, could 
the poſſibly be ſav'd; not to mention thoſe many faithful Subjetts 
„ or ho were murder'd by the Swords of their rebellious Bre- 
um: Mrhren, without the Allowance of one ſhort Moment to pre- 
and are themſelves for their Eternal State. And what a dread- 
__ Ful Weight of Vengeance hung upon the Souls of thoſe who 
AN 


are ſo many of their Fellou- Subjects into Rebellion againſt 
their God and their King? How many of the Souls of thoſe 


heir poor ruin'd Sinners, would God require at the Hands of thoſs 
ture impious Incendiaries who ſounded the Trumpet of Rebellion, 
ver: and carry'd it on ſo far as to put it entirely out of their own 
s, as Power to reſcue themſelves out of their well-deſery'd Fetters, 
the or their pious Sovereign out of the Hands of his barbarous and 
nſcs RF igbuman Murderers. | 


Let 


1 


Ms. J. * 


24 A SERMON preached on the 
Let then the End of Mens Actions be never ſo pretendedly 
if the Means by which the End is attain'd be not as good 
and lawful, all thoſe Pretences are vain. God can never 
bleſs ſuch Undertakings, but he generally makes them heavily 
.enal to the Undertakers; ſo he dealt by 1rae! when they 
tell off from the Houſe of David, tho' they did ſo on pre- 
tence of recovering and maintaining their Liberties. So he 
dealt by the whole Jewiſh Nation, when, in Vindication of that 
Freedom, God had once beſtow'd upon them, they broke our 
into Rebellion againſt their Roman Conquerors. So he has 
dealt of late by the rebellious Hungarians, for calling in the 
great Enemy of Chriſtianity to ſupport them in their ungrateful 
Carriage to their /awfu! Sovereign. And ſo he dealt by cheſe 
unquiet Nations, when thoſe who would not be Servants to 
their lawful Prince, were made Slaves to their lawleſs Ser- 
_ wants. But ſuch commonly is the Fate of Rebels; and thoſe 
who neither fear God, nor honour their King, but are deep- 
ly concern'd with ſuch as are given to change, are ſoon in- 
volv'd in extreme Calamities; And who can know, or who 
can certainly foreſee the Greatneſs of their Ruin. | 
4. Reſiſtance carry d on by Subjects againſt their Princes with Force 
and Arms, is ſo wicked, that it always deſtroys that very Reaſon 
upon which they firſt pretend to take up Arms; and that is Se De- 
fence, or Self-Preſervation, which they tell, is the primary Law 
of Nature. We have been often troubled with Hiſtories of 
Self=Defence, and the Judgment of Kingdoms and Nations, and 
other Pamphlets of the ſame Nature, according to which, all 
the Rebellions in the World have been carry'd on under this 
Notion of Self-Defence ; and the beſt Arguments the Champions 
of Reſiſtance have yet been able to find out in Vindication of 
it, have been only an Indu#ion of ſo many particular Inſurre- 
Qtions and Rebellions; as if the Frequency of ſuch Crimes 
had made them lawful; or that becauſe many Travellers have 
been rob'd on Cowper's-Hil!, or on Houn/low-Heath, it would 
ny follow, that Robbing upon the Higlr ay could be no 
in. | 
We have had ſome Pretenders to Divinity, who have arraign'd 
the Reverend Fathers of our Church, hecaaſs they have not juſti- 
fy'd the Doctrine of Self Defence to their Satisfaction. Self De- 
fence indeed is a very plauſible Term, and the Inconſiderate 
Multitude are always ready to Cry it up as the Juſteſt and 
moſt Reaſonable Thing in the World. But have thoſe who 
Talk ſo much of it, or their Teachers, any right Notion indeed, 
of ſelf Defence? He who takes up Arms againſt his Lawful Su- 
tors, let his Pretence for ſo doing be what it will, is fo far 
rom acting according to the true Rules of Self Defence, that He's 
his own greateſt Enemy, and expoſes his own Life and For- 


runes to the utmoſt Dangers. Our Saviour bids Us — p 
{Jef 


A SER MOLN' preached on the 28 
Fear them who can Kill the Body, aud after that can ao no more, 
but to fear Him who can caſt both Bogy and Saul into Eternal Hell 
It was by virtue of this Rule, that ſo many Glorious Mery, 
tyrs laid down cheir Lives in Defence of the Goſpel, of Jeſus 
Chriſt, They would not efend God by ſinging againſt Him, They 
would not of end their Lawfull Governeurs by taking up Arms 
againſt them ; And they maintain'd this Reſolution, not only 
under the Firſt Heathen Kings and Emperors when we may be. 
ſure the Laws ofthe Empire were againſt them, but they main» 
tain'd it in the Reign of Hereticks ana Apoſtates, when they were 
favour'd by Imperial Reſcripts, and when Chriſtianity was rhe eſla- 
bliſh'd Religion of the Empire. Thus thoſe Chriſtians ſecurd the 
Love and Favour of God to themſelves, while they would not 
preſume to do anything Violently againſtthoſe Powers which, 
He had Ordain'd among Men; and this was Lamſul delf Defence. 
For that Queſtion propos'd by aur Maſter, is a Queſtion of 
the laſt Importance — t will it profit a Man to gain the whole 
Warld ana to loſe his own Seul? Or, what will a Man give in Ex- 
change for his Soul. — Now St. Paul tells us, that — There are no 
Powers but of God, (be they Supreme or Subacdinate, - be they. 
| Mediately or Immediately ordain'd by Him) He therefore who 
2 Reſiſter h, Reſiſtid the Ordinance of God, and They who Reſiſt, bal re- 
on ceive to rhemſ-ivesDamnation—i. e.— They ſhell periſh Body and 
es Soul to all Eternity, All Perſons then who have any Notion 
of of Laws or Government, know very well that in them the Su- 
preme Power, is at all times in Being, No Government can 
'1 Subſiſt at all without it; For otherwiſe no Appeals could be 
+: made to the Supreme Power, tho' there would always be Oe- 
15 | calions for Appealing to it; Whence one of the ſtanding | 
of Maxims of our Engliſh Law is that — The King of England | | 
* ne ver Dies— There is no Interregnum among Us, but in that 
A very Moment in which the King or Queen Regent expires, 
ie next lawful Heir is actually King or Queen; And from + 
4 that very Moment all Plots, Conſpiracy's, Inſurrections or 
d Rebellions againſt the Perſon or Government of that lawful Hen 
10 are High — and to be inquired into according to the Te- 
4 nour of ſuch Lawsas have been made againſt Treaſon on former 
= MM Occaſions; And neither the want ot the Solemnity of the Co- 
i= (ff ronatian, or of the Coronation Oath, or of Conuerfigning the 
* Imaginary Original Contra# can Indemnify ſuch Traitors, 
© or give ſuch Rebels any reaſonable Expectations of I-. 
punity. * A 1s M 
1 Let us now Suppoſe, as we may do without anyiNauges - 
, rous Conſequences, that that which we call che Leg, 
1 I Power, or that Power which, either by. it Self or in Cen 
ir Wb Other, eſtabliſhes ſuch Laws as arg Obligatory co all ghe 
8 Members of any Government. Let us ſuppoſe this Rpwar:$9 2 
be Superior to all other, at the time of the Legillature, or rn 
| 30 | 4 when 
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when they are actually making thoſe Obligatory Laws; ſup- - 
poſing all this, we muſt Remember ſtill, that the Laws ſet- b 
tled at the Firft Iuſtitution of any Government, may be ſo B 
wiſely contriv'd, and ſo ſufficent for the Welfare of the Peo- © 
ple, that there may be no Occaſion, either for the Prince a- ce 
Jone, or the Prince with his Council to make any more in o 
a.long time after; as when the Law was once publiſh'd A) 
from Mount Sinai, Moſes and the Iſraelites had no Occaſion for MW K 
any more Laws, except only in the Caſe of e Daughters of Zel- x; 
phehad. But that which we call che Executive Power,or the Power Ml ;þ 
of Rewarding and Puniſhing according to the Obedience or Di- 
ſobedience of the Subjects to the Laws already enated, that 
Power is alwsys in Being and at Hand. The Ifraelitiſh Kings 
of the Horſe of David were as Arbitrary and Abſolute as ever in 
any Monarchs were; and, by their Uncontrollable Power, 2 
they might determine of the Circumſtances or Accidentals of the s. 
Meſjaical Law, as David and Solomon did of the Methods fot 7. 
their ſolemn publick Service, and as Hezekiah did, as to the time, 
of celebrating the Paſſover ; but they might not add or take away | 
any thing from the Subſtance of the Laws then in Being 
ſince neither They nor their People could recive any Ad- 
vantage by ſuch Alterations. e 'Y 
A Sovereign Prince when He Enafs Laws, makes known h 
Wilt to his Subjedts in thoſe Laws, and at the ſame time when 
He promulges them, He gives his Subjects an Implicite Aſus © 
rauce that He will Govern them according to the Tenour of 
thoſe Laws ſo far as they reach; Theſe Laws in our Engliſh Law r 
Books are call d the King's Laws or the Queen Laws,and the King | 
or Queen of theſe Realms, is ſo far eur Legiſſatour, that till 
He has given his Fat to ſuch Bills as are laid before Him, 
whatever Importance they may be of, they are no more the 
Laws of the King or Kingdom, nor oblige the Subje& any more 
than the Form: of a Will drawn up by the niceſt Lawyer in the 
Nation, obliges the Heirs Executors, Adminiſtrators or 
Aſſigns of the Teſtator, or is really his {aſt Will and 
Teſtament, before the Teſtatour has Sign'd, Seal'd and Deli- 
ver'd it as his Laſt Will and Teſtament before ſufficient 
; 9 +. 

Thus, according to our preſent Conſtitution, the Three Eſtates 
of theſe Natiohs are nor always ſitting in Parliament, and | 
that! Conſequently which ſome call the Legi/ature, is not al- 
ways in Being; but the Executive Power is always in Being, 
and has the Power of Rewarding or Puniſhing any Member of W tant 

the three Parliamentary Eſtates; according to their Behaviour, Wcuri 
with — Laws already in Force, and can Pardon any WM ai! 


1 Criminal with a Notwirhſtanding to any Laws, Ordinances or MW beet 
Statutes to the Contrary '; and therefore, as there muſt _ all 
EU + + a 50 

v 


"a j * #4 4 j 7 - * 
\ N., * 184 v-- 44 „ 8 »% . . 2 os ? "I | "_ FS YT 1 * » bf „ * y » © N 


2 29 


- P ———— 


ſet- ¶ be a Supreme Power, ſo when that ſtiled the Legi/ative is not in 
> fo Being, that call'd che Executive muſt be the Supreme, without 
Peo- Contradiction. And fince the meeting of the ſeveral Parties 
e a- I concern'd in che Legi//ature, depend upon the Authority and Wilt 
e in of the Executive Power, as made known in the laſt eriated Statuter, 
iſh'd the Executive Power muſt always be the Supreme Pewer, as tlie 
for King or Queen, in whom all Parties acknowledge that the 
Zelo - Executive reſides, is, in the Language of the Law, the Head, 
wer the Beginning, and the End of the Parliament. Oo 
r Di- From all which, it muſt be evident to an thinking Man, 
That he who reſiſts the King or Queen of theſe Realms, in whom 
the Supreme Power always Reſides, that Perſon or thoſe Perſons 
= incur the Penalties of High Treaſon here, and of Eteriial Dam- 
nation hereafter. Treaſon is a Sin only againſt he Sovereign or 
8 Supreme Power. But our Law Books never ſpeak a Word about 
= 7roaſon againſt the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and the Commons 
in Parliament Aſſembled : Treaſon is againlt the King or Queen; 
and when its made Treaſon to Inſult the Queex-Conſorr, or 
= Prince, or eldeſt Daughter, or Counſelors, or Miniſters of Shate ; it's 
Ad- not with reſpe& to their Private Capacities, but becauſe they 
are Crimes level'd at the Crown, and the Dignity of the 
s Ser ev only thro the Sides of their Relations and Mi: 
= niurers. | ads Tan 
It's true, a Sovereign Prince is never more glorious, or ap- 
pears with greater Authority, or Luſtre, than when he's fur- 
rounded with his Council, nor the Monarch of theſe Kingdoms 
than in the Head of the Three Eſtates aſſembled in Parliament; 
Not that he is realy Greater, or his Perſon more facred then 
than at another time; but that his Power is better under- 
ſtood, when he appears with fo many Guards, as the Nobility 
and Repreſentatives of the Common: are, as ready to ſecond Him 
in purting the preſent Laws in Execution; and to ſuggeſt the 
proper Materials for new Laws, and to lay befote him the. 
Grievances of the People that they may be Redreſt by com- 
mon Advice. So we — the General of an Army has as 
much Authority of Right over his, Soldiers, when they are 
diſpers'd into their Winter Quarters, as when they are in the 
tates Field; but ro common Eyes, he never appears ſo powerful 
and Wor formidable, as when he marches in Battalia in the Head of 
t al- ¶ his Troops. A 
ing. He now, or they who reſt the Sovereign Power, tho' exqrbi- 
er of ¶ tant and unreaſonable, by Force and Arms, on pretence of ſes 
jour, Wcuring their darling Liberties and Properties, are ſo far from 
ating upon the true Principles of Self-Defence, that they really 
become Self-Deſtroyers ;. Rebels are moſt expos'd to Dangers of 
all Men, in thoſe dubious Wars which they wage againſt their 
Governours. If ſuch Rebels 3 to be worſted in 7 
* » . 2 : ; * 
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Attempts, nothing but an extraordinary Sweetneſs of Tempe: 
can hinder the Conqueror from making them perpetual Slave 
*who would not be ſubmiſſive Subjects. If Rebels get the better of 
Their Sovereigns, the Succeſs of their Rebellion is fo far from 
being an Evidence of God's Favour or Approbation, that 
It's 'only a fattening them for the Day of Slaughter, a Penal way of 
 Tendring chem thoughtlefs and aarleſs when they are juſt 
tumbling headlong into Hell. 
We have. had many Diſputes of late, about the Meaning of 
the Apoltle's Preſcriptions in the thirteenth Chapter of his Epi. 
le to the Romans; none ever ſuppos'd that he deſigns to lay 
any Reſtrictions upon the Obedience of Chriſtians to the Sove. 2h W 
reign, or the av fü Power in all things lawful and honeſt ; or ge 
hat ſuch Obedience, or B52 797 ſuffering the Severities of Go- WW» 
Yernours where Obedience might be ſinful, was forbidden Es 
there. But for no fewer than fifreen hundred Years together. e: 
St. Pauls Text was by all. Chriſtians, whether of the e yr 
or. Laity, ſuppos'd to command ſurh Obedience or ſuc 
Folering, and a 1 
or Arms, upon any Pretence whatſoever. Suppoſe, now, 
that the e Courſe of Interpreters for ſo long a Courſe of 
ears had been miſtaken, yet thoſe who believ'd and pra- 
cis d upon that miſtaken Notion, acted ſafely on every Ac- 
cqunt ; their Bodies, their Fortunes, their Lives might be il- W** 
gal inſulted, but their Conſciences might be eaſie, their 
G9 Pear, and their Souls ſav'd for all that. The Man 
who has ſecur'd his eternal Happineſs, has certainly put 
Defence e the moſt effectual Manner, 
Some few Perſons of very little Authority , have of late 
ears put ſuch a Gloſs upon the Apoſtle's Words, as he 
id who explain'd Statuimus in the Text of the Canon- Law, 
h 
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to prohibit all Reſiſtance of them by Violence 
| c 


: : - 
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by  Abrogames ; they will have it, that Princes who play the 
yrants, or who endeayour, in their Judgments, to ſubvei 
the Conſtitution, may be reſiſted without any hazzard of Dam- 
nation; Nay, that it's the Duty of pop, 552 Subjects to reſilt | 
them in ſuch a Caſe : Now theſe. few Perſons at ſuch a Di- x 
ſtance from the Apoſtolical Age, are as likely to be miſtaken Gor 
as the ancient Churches or Fathers; and the Notion at beſt tho 
has no more Authority than that of the Jeſuites probable 80 
Opinion; and if they ſhould be miſtaken in it, what a wretch-⸗ cher 
ed Condition muſt they and their Followers be in? For how Wer 
can he be ſaid to underſtand the Dofrine of Self-Defence G 
rightly, or to underſtand his Duty to his Governours truly, Rim 
who..hazzards. his precious Soul upon ſo ſmall a Security 2s B 
that of a probable Opinion? Will any of the Preachers of cheſs 
modern Opinions undertake to anſwer for the Souls of ſuch ble 
as may be loſt for ever, only on account of following _ 1 « 


fend themſelves in the beſt manner in the World, and God 
will certainly give them that Deliveranoe indeed which they 


Go- q be World, they may appeal e God, they ma cal to the 
r of the Country in which they live and . 


A preſſors whatſoever ; but rebellious F orce and Arms, only 
brio Forceand Arms, and Blood upon themſe]ves,upon thei 
Friends, and upon their Cou 


and Governours by Force and Arms, ſo vi 
always forward to engage themſolwer in ſuab 18; wicked rm 
i Fice, and none but 
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ir they will not, I'll try to walk ſaſely with wſpoct to 
Soul, — may become af my Body or Eſtate, 8nd never 
value my ſelf upon the gaudy Inſcription on my Monument, 
of being an Enemy to Tyrarits, hen in my Methods of re- 
ſiſting them. I ſell Soul to the Devil? 1-03 ARS. Ea at 

That People who feek:ro God for their Defence; under the 
ſevereſt Oppreſſions of their lawful Governors; and wha, 
that they may be ſure of his Defence, will adventure upon 
nothing which may carry the wery leaſt Syſpicie of being 
a Treſpaſs upon any of God's Commanils, that People de 


generally attempt in vain.” Chriſtian Subje&5/may appeal to 


defend the- 
elves innocently enough by thoſe Means, egainſt any Op- 


And this, & very'natural, 


i 1 encorting to the next Propoſition from the 
L "ext. | | ud; T6 | SHEETS | OTE ' 
2. As it is a wicked Thing to refit gur lawtul Princes 


Perſons | ate 


h.  So--lickednefs. progtedeth from the 
Wicked, a, ſaith the Proverb ef the Ancient. -i. ©, None but 
wicked Men will ever lift up their Hands againſt the -Lord's 
anointed. It's our general Unhappineſs, that there never yet 
was any Government ſo well :contriv'd, or 170 be 
tled, but that there were ſome of theſe -wieked. Wrerc hes 
to be met with in them; and thoſe, too frequently 
Perſons as have a Phariſalcal Qpinion of themfelves, as if they 
1 holier, wiſer, and better Commenwoalthg - Men than 
others. hn En 291.4 aslwod: © to 8 
Some tell us, that God was not King of cue by any ant 
Right, but only by vittue of the original Hotceb- Tora. If 
God's Royal rover them commencid ub earlier, yer, 
tho' his Government was very arbitrary, it was-Ft juft and 
—— few People could have made a better Choice for 
themſelves than they did. All which, not witſtanding chere 
were in ael ſome of thoſe wiſe Patriots, thoſe Lowers; 
Liberty and Enemiet of Tyrants, who would not ſuſſer Go! 
hinfelf to reign over them; may; they would rather deny bis. 
Bang than endure his | Sovereagntty ; and We Bare, whole 2 
thong our ſelves, who, to this Day, maintain the ſame peace - 
able and religious Principles, who ſhew. equal Revetense 
if God, and RefpetF 40 bis "Vicegerems; and the 2 
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Cod, and che more religious their Sovereign is, they are the IN 2 
_ weary of them both, and the more impatient of their ſtri 
Azvthority: ?!)) USL EASY Pes 
But in reality, ſuch Wickedneſs proceeds only from 
Sine cæ- the Wicked; but the Numbers of thoſe x dot = 
fe & Wretches are ſo many as make the Satyriſt's Ob- * 
ſanguine ſervation too true, That — few Kings die in their An 
pauci Beds, — It was a Heathen's Obſervation, but it has Fea 
ceed. 


deſcen- been 2 among ſome corrupt Chriſtians, Wits 
duntRe- neſs the deſperate Practices of the Arrian Goths in 6 
te | - Spain, till the Unlawfulneſs of Reſiſting their So- V 
cs more vereigus on any Pretence whatſoever, came to 
74 Tyran- ſettled under a terrible Anathema in the fourth 
n. Ju- Council of Toledo ; after which, there ſucceeded 4 
venal. long and happy Calm in that formerly diſtracted 
-_- { Government. Men who ate truly Religious, always 
love their good Kings, and pray for, and ſubmit. to their Bad. 
But;—Wickediteſs proceeds from the Wicked. —And the diſcontent- 
ed Reſiſtert, Rebels, Marderers of their lawful Sovereigns, are als 
ways to be found among that:helliſh Crew. _ © 
hey tell us of the Plague, that it diffuſes a kind of Ma- 
lignity through the natural Temper of the Perſon infeted ; 
ſo that the neareſt Relation, and the deareſt Friend in that 
Condition, has 2 ſort of perpetual Longing to give it his 
Brother or his Friend; Wickedneſs has the ſame — * 
upon thoſe in whoſe Hearts ic reigns, and the worſt 
Villains makes uſe of all poſſible Arts to draw in Com- 
pany ; In all publick Diſcontents they are the People, they 
ave the Original Magazine of Power — them; they are 


the Wiſe, the Jober, the Godly, the Well-affected in the Land; 
they are the Sharp-ſighited Prognoſticators, who foreſee 
Storms and Tempeſts a hundred Years beforehand; they are 
the Patriots who are to be put at/the Head of Affairs at the 
Price of a thouſand Lies and Forgeries. Such was Achito- 
phel of old, an Oracle indeed, till he diſcover'd himſelf a 
villainous, barbarous, ungrateful Rebel ang Plotter againſt 
the Life and Government of his Prince, tho” a Man after 
God's own Hearr: - 721 | 1 | 0 

Such Men having a juſt Contempt of their own Lives, and 


knowing they have no true Reputation, and 9 7 they 
0 
I 


publii 
tron 

Wrete 
and tr 
ſweete 
down 


Phats, 
1 


have 10 Seuls co leſe, are always making Miſchief, forging 
Lies, venting Diſcontents, blowing up the Coals of Ill-hu- 
mour and Publick Rage; they are malicious Whiſpe 
bold Railers, ready at all times to foment and manage Fa- 
Qions, rejoicing at every publick Misfortune, grie vd at every 
ood Succeſs, watching for the glorious Oppotrunities 
raiſing Difficulties and confounding all Things ; their tho 
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ciples are impious, their Prafices immoral and ſcandalous, 
cho' ſometimes well enough conceal d; their Delight is in De- 
ſtruction and Blood, and let the Sovereign be Goa's or the 
Peoples Anointed, they'll, ſtretch forth their Hands againſt 
him; if he be the Anointzd of the People, by way of ailert- 
ing their pretended original Right and Power; if he be Goa's 
Anointed, then in ſpite of God himſelf, in Defiance of tus 
Authority, and to let the World ſee, That—they have no 
Fear of God before their Eyes. — Such Wickeaneſs _—_ pre- 
ceeds from the Wicked, — And under the Weight of their 
Guilt, theſe Nations groan to this > _ | : 
Would but the People jn general remember and reflect up + 
on the Management of t off who are ſuch Patrons of Re 
ence ; they'd find that nothing but Diſappointments, Diſ- 
contents, Atheiſm, and Ambition, mov'd them to propagate 
their rebell,ous Notions; that the Perſons moſt deeply con- 
cern'd in ſuch Matters, have no more Regard to Religion, 
Liberty, or Property, than, they have to the Dairo of Japan; 
but that they talk of them, becauſe they are fitteſt to pur the 
Multitude into à Ferment, and to run them up to Madneſs, 
that they might ſerve their own Ends by their Follies ; they'd 
find that when ſuch Perſons pretend to be Patriots, they only 
covet to be Tyrants, when they pretend to a Tenderneſs for 
their Fellow- Subje&s, they are fond of no Body but them-- 
ſelves; when they ſeem moſt concern'd for Religion, they 
have none at all, but can take up any for their own Advan- 
tage and Security ; ſo that great Duke of Northumberland 
Dudley, that he might advance his ewn Family to the Crown, 
pretended a wonderful Zeal for the Reformation, and per- 
ſuaded that pious Prince Edward the Sixth, to diſ- inherit his 
Siſters, leaſt Popery ſhould get up again under them; and 
yet when he was brought to die as a Traitor againſt Queen 
Mary, he'ſblemaly declar'd himfelf a Papiſt again, and warn'd 
others from the Scaffold, againſt the Hereſie of the Reforma- 
tion. N | | 

Now there's{nothing more wicked than Hypocriſie and 4. 
th iſm, they are 5 inſeparable Companions, or rather 
two Names for the ſame Thing, It's poſſible that ſome Per- 

ſons may be drawn in to ad upon the ſame Principles with 
d them in the Simplicity of their Hearts; or when they have 
publiſh'd falſe Politicks, may be ſo far ſtricken with a No- 
8 tion as to think them true; but they are only wicked 
1 Wretches and real Enemies to all Government, who firſt form 
$; and then | propagate ſuch Notions, and then take Pains to 
a= ſweeten them and render them” palatable, that they may go 
Y down the better with the People. They value not their own 
- rate; their own Lives, their own Souls, and therefore they 


inf cally 
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; 7 David's Right, and by taking the Government of the ten Prin- 


Reaſon, that Alexander Severus, that celebrated Roman Empe· 
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eafil become Maſters of the Peace and Lives, and almoſt of 

the Souls of others, and neither ſpare Prince nor People, So- 

2 nor Subject, God nor Religion, provided they may 
t ſati 


1 


b sfie their own vicious Humours, and carry on the 74 
Work of Hell and the Damnation of their Brethren. — l 
11 ] 


But Men of ſound and pious Principles act at another rate; 
whence tho' Iſbboſbeth the Son of Saul, was but an Uſurper 


ribes involv'd all 1ae! in a cruel War, yet when Baauah 
and Rechab two of his Officers, on Pretence of Zeal for 
David's righteous Cauſe, had murder'd their Maſter , and 
brought his Head to David, with thoſe inſinuating Words, — 
Behold the Head of Iſbboſbeth the Son of Saul, thy Enemy who | ſhou 
ſought thy Life : The Lord hath reveng'd my Lord the King this n= © 


Day upon Saul and all his Seed. Dauid who had executed the e ©? 


Pena 
wiſh. 
Wou 


Amalekite for pretending only to have kill'& Su, though he et,! 
had clear'd himſelf from all C foicion of Malice in the Caſe, By 


this David, always true to his own pious Principles, in- 
ſtead of thanking theſe Traitors for what they had done, an- 
ſwers them, — 4s the Lord liveth, who hath deliver'd my Joul j,, 

all Adverſity, when one told me, ſaying, Behold Saul is dead, thinks i 
ing to have brought goed Tydings, I laia bold of him, and flew him 
in Ziklag, who thought that 1 wonld have given him a Reward ih; > 
for his good Tydings; How much more then, when wicked i = 
Men have ſlain a Righteous Perſon in his own Houſe, upon 
bis Bed, Shall 1 not require his Blood at your Hands, and tate | 
- — Jou away from the Earth? And David commanded Md! 
2 Sam. his young Men, and they ſlew them, and cut off their 2 
4- 9,20, Hands and their Feet, and hang d them up over the Pool in BW... - 
21, 22. Hebron. To be ſure then upon David's Principles, y 

To Reſiſt lawful Kings by Force and Arms, to 
Depoſe and Murder them, are all, or any of them, ſuch 4 
wicked Actions, as can proceed only from the Wicked. 
But from David's Behaviour in the Text, we learn, 

3. That choſe who are True and Faithful to the Laws of God, tecom 
and to the Dictates of common Senſe and unprejudic'd Reafon, | 
will never be concern'd in any ſuch Wickedneſs., A good Man 
is very ſenſible of his Duty, and knows, that being oblig'd 
ro love his Neighbour as himſeif, he ought on that Reaſon zo Mac... 
ds by others only as he would that others ſhould do by bim. —» 
This is the Rule of God's Word, it's of moral and perpetual 
Obligation, and it's a Principle ſo agreeable to unprejudic d frary b 


rox, entertain'd the better Opinion of Chriſtianity, becauſe 

his Principle wax one of ins Fade fa 
. | Ak * . 4 3 A | w_ 
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Nay 
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Now let but a Man of quiet and peaceable Inclinations, 
tho perſuaded, that :t is lan to Reſiſt Unjuft, Iyrannical, 
and Wicked Princes by Force; let but ſuch a Man Jay aſide 
his Prejudices for a while, and calmly conſider, that he him- 
ſelf is as liable to Errors and Extravagancies in his Station, 
as his Sovereign is or can be; that he's under the Laſh of his 
Princes Laws, that his Prince may animadvert ſeverely upon 
him for breaking any of his Laws, according to the ſeveral 
Penalties annex'd to thoſe Laws, whe:her by Death, or by Ba- 
niſhnent, or by Confifcation of Goods, or by Impriſonment ; 
Would this Man be willing that his Prince 
ſhould on all legal Occaſions puniſh him accord- Sum- 
ag to the Letter of the Law, though it could not um 
ze call'd unlawful? I perſuade my ſelf he would jus ſums 
ot, he'd plead that Extremity of Law was Extremity ma inju- 

Injuſtice; he'd beg for a Mitigation of Penal- ria. 
ies, or it may be for a Pardon. Now the Prince is 
ot this Man's Subject, he's under none of his Laws; And 
ould it be unjaſt in his Prince to puniſh him according to 
aw? And would it not be Wickedneſs in him to r 
our the Ruin of his Prince without or contrary to Law ? 
XK Again, ler ſuch a Man ſuppoſe himſelf a Sovereign Printe 
IV ould the Poſſeſſion of a Crown render him preſently infal- 
ble? Would ir ſecure him againſt the Influences of evil 
BT ounſels, or of his own corrupt Inclinations? As he's a 
r Man, he thinks perhaps, he could die a thou- 
and Deaths rather than be guilty of ſuch Crimes Dic mi- 
s David was in the Matter of U-;/jas5; but can he kifs far 
ertainly tell what his Thoughts would be if he tu Leo 
erea powerful uricontrolable Monarch as David qualis 
hen was? Hazael the Syrian, thought he could ne- eris. 
er be capable of thoſe Cruelties which Eliſba told Martial 
im he would be guilty of; but when Hazael had 
dnce mounted the Syrian Throne, he was but too forward to 
iccompliſh the Prediction of the Prophet. Bur ſhould this 
Man come to wear a Crown, ſhould he be as much a Ty- 
ant as any Phalaris, Buſiris, Dionyſus, or Nabis of them all; 

ould he yet be willing that his Subjects ſhould take up 
Arms againſt him, Unleſs he had a good Proſpect of cruſh« 
ng them to Pieces in their Rebellion, and rendring them 
ore compleat Slaves, and himſelf mote abſolute and arbi- 
mT by it than he was before ? Would he be pleas'd if any 
df his Religious or Civil Miniſters ſhould go about to per- 
wade his Subjects, that they might lawfully take up Arms 
gainſt him? Would he believe his Subjects competent 
Fudges of his Deſigns or Actions, or whether he intended en- 
rely to ſub vert f heir 9 Con ficution o not ? 
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he be willing to be abus'd, affronted, vilify'd, driven out of 
all he had, his Revenues ſeiz'd, his Family baniſh'd, or him- 
ſelf murder'd, tho' he were conſcious of his own evil Go- 
vernment and Tyranny ? 
If ſuch a Perſon would think it to be very hard Meaſure to 
be ſo dealt with bimſeif if he were a Prince; Can he be per- 
ſwaded upon any Occaſion whatſoever, to be concern'd with 
thoſe who would deal in ſuch a manner with their Gover- 
nours, tho' they pretended they had Reaſon for ſo doing? 
A good, a pious Chriſtian would carefully avoid the very 
Appearance of Evil. Would he then be pardon'd by his So- 
vereign, when he has undeniably broken his Laws? And 
won't he forgive his Sovereign who is ſalject ro no Laws 
but thoſe of God and unprejudic'd Reaſon? yes, certain- 
Ty, he is ſo tender that he'd never be concern'd in an A- 
ction that's harſh and of ill Report. He could not look 
upon his Equals or his Jrferiors without Sympathy and 
Love; and he cannot look upon his lawful Superiors or Ge- 
wernours, though extrrmely faulty in their Adminiſtration, 
without Submiſſion and Reverence; he's ſo much afraid of 
being an Occaſion of Miſchief directly or indirectly, or of 
Injury to any private Perſon, that he'd never be concern'd 
with them who carry themſelves preſumptuouſly toward their 
lawful Heads and Governors, or in any Tumults or Inſurre- 
Qtions ; and he's ſo very far from ſpreading any ſeditious R- 
orts or Surmiſes, and fronf believing thoſe which are ſpread 
by others, that of himſelf, and while himſelf, he can never 
e a ſuirable Tool for a factious Male-content to carry on 
his. Defigns with, or to manage Rebellions or Revolutions. 
Hence, while wicked Men are always ready for 2 kind 
55 -Wickedneſs, and the Contrivers of Rebellions and Inſur- 
tions are free and open enough to one another, and let one 
another very eaſily into their Myſtery of Iniquity: Thoſe | 
ood. and pious Chriſtians whom they have a'mind to draw in |: 
50 countenance their Villanies, muſt be ſinely wheedled by 
lauſible Tales, impos'd upon by ſpecious Shows of a pa-. 
lick Spirit, of a ſerious Gravity and a tender Conſcience, as Grofit. 
they abſurdly call it; by ſuch Arts many honeſt and well- the St 
meaning Men have been ſooth'd into the Snare, and have made 
many unhappy Steps in the Company of abominable Cheats ether 
and Impoſtors ; but when they have once diſcover'd. the hare 
Proud, they have been heartily penitent for their Sins, and the Caſe a 
xtadieft of all others, according to the charitable ExpeQation affiſted 
&f the Royal Saint of this Day, to ſtand by their injured and ©? be” 
perſecuted Sovereigns againſt all their Enemies. ted, U 
And this was the Caſe of many Members of the two Houſes jar Tn 
aß Parliament in the Beginning of 20% greet Rebellion, What | F729 , 
Manner 
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manner of Perſons the Principal Contrivert and Managers of 
that Monſtrous Revolution were, that Noble and Impartial 
HiſWyian the Earl of Clarendon, and the Preamble of that Att 
of Parliament which has appointed this Day, as 4 Day of 
Solemm Faſting and Humiliation for the barbarous Murder of 
Charles I. of bleſtd Memory, have Authentically inform'd 
Us. But thoſe wicked Miſcreants ſeem'd at Firſt to ſpeak 
with ſo much Modeſty and Reverence of their Prince, ſo 
much Regard to Religion and the eſtabliſh'd Church of En- 
gland, ſo much Care for the Eaſe and Benefit of thoſe whom 
they repreſented, and were ſo ſeemingly ſober and religious 
in their private Behaviour, that many really good Men fell into 
nd | their Meaſures, Voted with them, AQed with them, and Foughe 
vw; | under their Banners, till rhe abominable Wickedneſs and Hy- 
in- | pocriſi A thoſe deſperately wicked Managers diſcover'd them 
A. | ielve thenthoſe miſlead Gentlemen went over in very con. 
ol: ſider Numbers to their King, and endeayoured to expiate 
nd | rheirBrror, by ſpending their Lives and Fortunes in his Service, 
Go. The Redreſs and Grievances, The Supplying any Dees, in 
the Old Laws by enacting of New more adapted to the pre- 
of | ſent State of things, the Security of Religion and Lib 
of | and Property, the Honour of the Kings Perſon, the Enhaunce= 
"+ | ment and Settlement of his Revenue, and the ' Advancement 
FO 2 his juſt Reputation and Greatneſi, were fine things to 
Talk of, pretty Amuſements for the People, the Leaves 


„—— 


Jof a very pleaſing Colour which conceal'd thoſe Venemous 
ad Aſps which were deſign'd to ſting the King and Monarchy it 
ſe ro Death. It never was in their wicked Hearts to proſe- 


by | 841 Regis of thoſe whom they call'd Two of the Three Leue, 
wiz. Ie King and the Houſe of Lords, and yet pleaded. 

| | hat where 
ell. the Sovereignty lies in three diſtin& Eſtates, and One of 
them encroaches on the other Two, thoſe Two may join to- 

3 ether to pull down that Third and may Incorporate that 
ur hare into their own ; Which tho' it did not touch their 
Caſe at all, yet they apply'd it to the King, and were ſo far 
aſſiſted by a Corrupt Party of the Lordi, that it came at laſt 
{ro be apply'd to their Houſe too, and they too were vo- 
ted, Uſeleſs and Dangerous; and the Engagement at laſt wag 

{ cramm'd down the Throat of the Nation; by which, thoſe 
har] ho took it obliged themſelvec to be true and Faichfu! che 
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Theſe were the Perſons who made ſo much a Nog 


ves 


they had brought their Ungodly Defigns againſt the Church 
| 1 all Heir mpiety with the 
1 ſe 


Jong premeditated Malice? Is it a Sin to Murder 
cent of what Kank or Quality ſocver? Are M 1 
theſe kinds ſuch as exc/zae th ſi guilty of them fer Df 
the Kingabm / Heaven? How great then, how inconceivably 
great muſt that Sin be which robs God himſelf of his owg 
Vicegerznt ana Repreſentative ; three Nations of their lawful 
Head and Governour, of their Father, their Prince, thei: So- 
vereign, whoſe er in all Cauſes and over all Perſons, 
they h.d late ly acknowledg'd in a ſolemn manner upon Oath 
to Whom and to his lu Heirs and Succeſſors they had in 


the Preſence of the Moſt High God ſworn Lali and A. 
Jegiance againſt all Perſons whatſoever ? What a black and 


ugly Crime was it to break the King's Laws with a High- 

and, to diſſolve what they call the whole Legiſlature at 
once, to trample upon innocent Majcſty in Diftreſs to make 
à Scorn of the Ordinance of God, and indeed, of all the Laws 
of God and Man together, and to lift up their villanous Hands 
againſt their King, as if be had not been anoinied with Oil, 
to murder him before the Gates of his own Palace, uSer the 
moſi ſcandalous Pretence to Law, that ever had beeffer'd 
to Mankind ; to murder him in the Face of the Sun, with all 
the baſe, infampus, barbarous, aggravating Circumſtances 
which ever Hell or wicked Men could invent or put toge- 
ther; while he, like his bleſſed Maſter, the holy Jeſus, was 
lead like a ' amb to the Slaughter, and as a Sheep beſcre the Shearers, 
is dumb ſo oper'd he not his Mouth, but only as his Maſter, to beg 
of God Forgiveneſs for his inſenſible Perſecutors and Mur- 
derers ? Aud was not the whole Management ſuch a Compli- 
cation Of Sins as never met together in any one wicked At- 
Flas: before, but only in the Murder of the Man Chriſt 
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" Had thoſe who carry'd on that bloody Rebellion, and hel- 
liſh Murder, been Men of any Senſe or Piety, had Charles 
the Martyr of Bleſſed Memory, been as much a Tyrant as they 
endeavour'd to repreſent him, Would not they with David 
in the Text, have left their Cæuſe to God, have made all 
their Applications to him, and never haye lift pp their own 
Hands againſt the Lord's Anointed > Would not they have 
left vengendes to that God to whom it belongs, who would 
certainly have repaid it where it was due? No: They had 
their fe " Provhers” into whom a Lying Spirit was e ter d, 
to encourage them in their Wickedneſs, and to ſtir them u 
to Blood; they had their Seb to blow the Trumpet of Re- 
bellion their Mercenary Preachers to juſtify the fouleſt Actions 
that ever were perpetrated in a Chriſtian Country, nay, and 
to vindicate aud applaud the very Murder of their Sovereign, 
And have' not we thoſe in our Age who preach the ſame 
Doctrine of OT to the Higher Powers, Which if it pre- 
vail, whether they intend it or no, will have the fame horrid 
Effects? And can any People be ſo wicked as to with to fee 
the ſame Tragedies ated over again? | 3 

Thoſe eurſed Wretches, who carry'd on this helliſh Mur- 
der, trod the whole Maze of Wickedneſs to accompliſh their 
damnable Deſign ; they ow'd their Lives to the Penal. Lam: 
of the Kingdom by every Step they made; For, as a wor- 
thy Member of that unhappy Parhament in Forry One,” and 
2 ＋—— well vers'd in our Laws, has ſumm'd up the 
Matter. Theſe Men, fays he, have committed ſuch 
„Facts as the Law calls Treaſon, Murder, and Felony, and 
making ir their daily Work, are ſtill conſtant to thoſe theic 
Principles; they actually levy'd War againſt their King, 
* which is Treaſon; they actually endeavour'd to kill the 
„King, the Queen, the Prince, which is Treaſon ; they 
„have counterfeited the King's great Seal, which is Trga- 
* ſon; they have counterfeited his Money, which is Treaſon; 
they have not only deny'd the King td be their Supreme 
Governor, but have arrogated the Power of Sovereignty to 
„ themſelves, which is Treaſon; they have in this very 
Parliament declar'd it Treaſon, to attempt to change the 
* Law ; but they themſelves have actually ſubverted both 
Law and Religion, aid have reduced both King and People 
* to their own arbitrary Power, which is Treaſon ; and have 
* and ſtill do impriſon the King, (for they had then gone ne 
* farther) which is Preaſon; ro which I add, and they cru- 
. _ murder'd their King, which is the higheſt Treaſon of 
* all. 

„Then for Murder; the many fatherleſs Children and 
VWidous of thoſe lain on both ſides in this unnatural War 
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8 A SERMON preached on the 
* raisd and proſecuted by them againſt the King and Kin 
om, theſe they have to teſtifie againſt them A Sars z 

and ſo ſtill in colder Blood, and in farther A. 

Sir Charles © buſe of Juſtice by Pretext of Juſtice and Co- 
Dalliſon's *© lour of Law, condemn, murder, and put to 
. Lejolif's Death the King's Loyal Subjects as Traitors, 
Defence, « and this principally for refuſing to commit 
P-119,120. 


* Treaſon,,——And then he proves them guilt 
of Felony, upon account of all thoſe Taxes laid 
the People by their own Authority, and directly againſt 

he Law of the Kingdom. | 


Lo! Theſe are the, God's which ſo many among us worſhip z 
theſe are the bittor Fruits of that curſed 1rte of Reſiſtance 
againſt our lawful Princes; . theſe were what ſome at 
x ANAGERS ſeem to have had in their View, an 

with all the little Law and Divinity they had. endeavoured 
ro make way for ; nor can any * the Doctrine of 
New-Reſiftance , but by Conſequence they'll encourage Re- 
bellion ; nor can they maintain the Lawfulneſs of Reſeflance, 
but they'll ruine all ſound Religion and human Government. 
This has been always the Effe& of ſuch DoQrines, where they 
zot any Credit, and this always will he fo. This brought the 
ilk of Royal and Innocent Blood in the Murder of Charles 
the Firſt of glorious Memory, upon theſe ſtill ſuffering and 
Bal unrepening Nations. . 


May God give us Wiſdom at laſt to caft off all ſuch Irreligious 
Principles! May He take from us all Blood Guiltineſs ! Pre- 
ſerve our Gracious Queen, the Legal and Hereditary Succeſſor 

77 of that Royal Famil ! May He preſer ve Her Sacred Life 

FPom Traitors and Rebels, His Church from Atheiſts and Hypo- 
erites, our State from Faction, and Conſpiracies ! May He 
teach us to caft off our Sins by Repentance, and by vigorou: 
Reſolutions, 74 we and our Fathers have ſiun d ſo grievouſſy, 
10 do jo no more, leaſt a worſe thing come unto us. Amen. 
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BOOKS Sold by George Sawbridge. 


Tafte of the Saint's Submiſſion, Loyalty, and Moders- 
A tion, before and ſince the Reſtoration of King Charles IT. 
Giving an Account of their frequent Conſpiracies, Inſur- 
retions, and Rebellions, &>c. Alſo an Inſtance of St. Baxter's 
Moderation and Piety. With an Account of their Sincerity in 


the Interpretation of Scriprure, and the pious Uſe they make 


in inverting the Senſe thereof. Price 6 4. 


Two Sermons preach'd at Sro#on in the County of Salop. By 
Alexander Scot, M. A. Publiſh'd to vindicate them from rhe 
Miſrepreſentations they have met with. Price 6d. 


A Vindication of the Royal Martyr King Charles I. from 
the Iriſþ Maſſacre 1641, caſt upon him in the Life of Richard 
Baxter, wrote by himſelf, and ſince in the Abridgment by 
E. Calamy. Being a Caſc of Preſent Concern. In a Letter to 
- Member of the Houſe of Commons. The Third Edition. 

rice 4 d. | 5 


England's Black Tribunal, ſer forth in the Tryal of King 
Charles I. by the pretended high Court of Juſtice at Meß- 
minſter-hall, an. 20. 1648. together with his Majeſty's Speech 
on the Scaffold, erefted at IWhitehall-gare, Turſaay, Jan 30. 
1648. Alſo a perfect Relation of rhe Sufferings and Death 
of divers of the Nobility and Gentry, who were inhumanly 
murder'd for their conſtant Loyalty to their Sovereign Lord 
the King. Together with their ſeveral Dying-Speeches, from 
the Year 1642, to 1658. wiz. Earl of S:aford, Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, Duke Hamilton, Earl of Holland, Arthur Lord Capel, 
James Earl of Derby, Marqueſs of Montroſe, Col. Wiltam Sybalds, 
Col. Euſebius Audrewes, Col. Jom Penfuadork, Col. Gerard, Sit 
Henry Hide, Sir Henry Slingsby, Col. John Morris, Cornet Black- 
burne, Cor. Hugh Grove, Dr. John Hewet. The 4th Edition. To 
which is added, An hiſtorical Preface, by a true Churchmaa. 
Price bound 2 5. | 


THE impudent Babler baffled ; Or, the Falſity of that 
Aſſertion urtter'd by Bradſbaw in Cromwells new Erefted 
Slaughter-houſe, namely, that Charles the Firſt was no He- 
reditary, but an Elective King, depending ſolely upon the 
Votes and Suffrages of the People, Detected and Confuted by 
Lawyers, Divines, Hiſtorians, Records of Parliament, and 
Authentick Pedigrees. Price 15. ES 
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The Ax laid to the Root of the Tree: Or, a Diſcourſe 
wherein the Avabaptiſis Miſſion and Miniſtry are examin'd 
and difprov'd, their Arguments for it refuted at large, their 
Gronnds of Separation from the Church of Eugland, demon- 
ſtrated to be Slanders; and the Matter of them moſt juſtly 
retorted upon themſelves, as altogether inconſiſtent with the 
Notion of a Chriſtian Church, and ſo creating a conſtant and 

indelible Prejudice againſt Communion with them; wherein 
 Hkewiſe the Unit of rhe Church and Evangelical Prieſthood 
are aſſerted againſt them and all other Sectaries, of whatſoe- 


ver Denomination. Price bound 66. 


7 


Hdeie Aodeion, II Tim. I. ix. That is, the Holy Spirit 
the Author of Immortality, or Immortality a peculiar Grace 
of the Goſpel, no Natural Ingredieut of the Soul; proved 
from the Holy Scriptures and Fathers, againſt Mr: Clark's 
bold Aſſertion of the Soul's Natura] Immortality, againſt 
| Scripture, the Do&riae of the Church in the pureſt and moſt 
P Ages of it, and Reaſon guided (as it ought to be) 
the Word of God; wherein the holy Fathers, and moſt 
acred Scriptures are reſcued from his plain Miſrepreſenta- 
tions; and it is ſolidly provd, that he hath not one Sen- 
tence of the Fathers, or one Text of Scripture on his ſide, 
being a Vindication of Mr. Dedwel's Epiſtolary Diſcourſe, 
from all the Aſperſions of the aforeſkid pretended An- 
ſweret : With ſome Animadverſtons on Mr. Chiſhut and Dr, 
Whitby. Prict bound 65. | 8 2 A 


A Defence of the Animadverſions on Mr. Chiſbull's Charge 
of Hereſy, againſt Mr- D»dwel!'s Epiſtolary. Diſcourſe : Be- 
ing a Reply to a late Tra&, Intituled, Some Teſtimonies 
of Juſtin Martyr ſet in a true Light ; wherein thoſe Teſtimo- 
nies are re-vindicated from the aboveſaid Writer's raſh and in- 
confiderate Comments, and the Doctrine of the Holy Spirit's 
being the ſole Author of Immortality; or that Immortality is 
no natural created Ingredient of the Soul, is farther improv'd 
from the Teſtimonies of iuſtin Marty”, grounded on the Holy 
Scriptures themſelves, which are exhibited at large by John 
Pitts, M. A. Author of the Vindication of Mr. Dodwell's Epi- 
ſtolary Diſcourſe. Price 1 s. 64 ſtitcht. Ru Th 7- 
- Euſebius Pamphilus's Ten Books of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory 
faithfully tranſlated and abridg'd. Price bound Three Shil- 
lings and Six«pence. are a 

The Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtories'6f Socrates, Sozomen and Theogo- 
er, fairhfnlly abridg'd from the Originals. Price bound Five 
Shillings. r SOR 
© Tully's Two Eſſays of Old Age, and of Friendſhip, with his 
Stoical Paradoxes, and Scipio's Dream. Price bound One ſkil- 
ling and Six Pence, —Calf Two Shiflings 41! Three by, Samuel 
Parker, Gent. | 
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